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PROCEEDINGS 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL, 1907. 

THE Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, the 11th 
instant, at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President, Charles 
Francis Adams, LL.D., in the chair. 

The record of the March meeting was read and approved ; 
and the Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper submitted their monthly 
reports. 

Mr. Wilberforce Eames, of New York, Librarian of the 
Lenox Branch of the New York Public Library, was elected a 
Corresponding Member. 

Hon. Samuel A. Green communicated, in behalf of Rev. Dr. 
George A. Gordon, the memoir of the late Rev. Dr. Samuel 
E. Herrick which Dr. Gordon had been appointed to prepare 
for publication in the Proceedings. 

The Treasurer said that since he had come into the room 
he had received from the Executors of the Will of the late 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury, of Worcester (H. U. 1856), a check 
for the amount of the bequest of Mr. Salisbury of $5,000, 
together with the accrued interest up to the present time. 
There is no restriction on the use of this bequest, or of the 
income arising therefrom ; but in the opinion of the Treasurer 
it should be treated as a permanent unrestricted fund. 

In the absence of T. W. Higginson, LL.D., in consequence 
of a death in his family, the Report drawn up by him as Senior 
Member at Large of the Council was read by Mr. Albert B. 
Hart, as follows : 

1 
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Report of the Council. 

It is curious to compare the reports of the Council at the 
present day with the reports of fifty years ago, when the pres- 
ent building of this Society was non-existent and the crowded 
upper rooms upon Tremont Street afforded the only head- 
quarters. In the report for 1867, for instance, it was stated 
by Mr. Saltonstall, the chairman of the retiring committee, 
that the prospects of the Society at the beginning of that year 
had been " somewhat gloomy," and that " the enhanced cost 
of paper and printing had apparently rendered it imperative 
to cease all effort at publishing the Collections or the Pro- 
ceedings " (p. 5). It was certainly a great step from this to 
the first sentence of a report presented by Mr. A. McF. Davis 
in behalf of the Council in 1904, as he began his report by 
saying cheerfully, " From year to year it has been the pleas- 
ant duty of the Council to congratulate the Society upon 
the satisfactory condition of our finances." 2 This was sim- 
ply the result of added bequests and of good investments 
which followed. It becomes easier and easier, therefore, to 
look with hopeful eyes on the future of the Society, and it is 
well to inquire if any change is yet to be made which would 
advance our arrangements still further. 

The prosperity of the Society in regard to the fulness of 
attendance at meetings is quite remarkable, and it has in this 
respect greatly the superiority over various similar societies 
in this city. This is due, perhaps, to the fact that our 
members are brought together by unity of interest in a general 
theme ; whereas the meetings of the others may be made up 
from a great variety of professions, and the proceedings are 
not always interesting or even intelligible to the less learned 
members. On the other hand, the locality of this building is 
still a little less accessible than was the previous dwelling- 
place of our Society, although the rapidity of the city's growth 
in this direction is quickly diminishing this obstacle, and a 
similar position is not regarded as a serious obstacle to the use 
made of the Medical Library just around the corner. But 
there are other reasons which make the Public Library at 
present more convenient for study than our own building, and 
it may be well to consider whether our unique manuscript col- 
lection in particular may not be made more accessible to 

1 2 Proceedings, vol. xviii. p. 265. 
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readers by a wider array of small tables and seats, so that our 
increasing facilities may end in affording easier access to our 
important collections now placed in the outer hall. 

It is quite worth considering, moreover, whether an addi- 
tional assistant would not be a valuable addition for this pur- 
pose, when one considers the much larger attendance supplied 
in this respect at the Boston Public Library. The actual force 
now employed may be enough to supply the comparatively 
small number of students who now visit the rooms; and the 
arrangement of all papers in the drawers is very satisfactory ; 
but the provision of one more attendant would seem essential 
to the larger service implied by such great additional supplies 
of unique treasures as the Winthrop and Parkman papers. 
The arrangements, still incomplete for miscellaneous collec- 
tions, in the upper hall may also create additional need of 
enlarged service. 

Of the two Resident Members who have died during the last 
year, Messrs. Young and Slafter, both have distinguished 
themselves for faithful service ; and the whole nation is still 
mourning for the loss of our Honorary Member, Carl Schurz, 
whose autobiography is still passing through the magazines. 
Of the five Corresponding Members, the one whose name will 
be dearest to all students who have visited the British Museum 
is Richard Garnett ; while Gustave Vapereau, Alexander Brown, 
Henry Martyn Baird, and Frederic William Maitland have all 
left honored memories behind. The loss of George Spring 
Merriam and of Thomas Corwin Mendenhall by resignation is 
also regretted, while the names of six new Resident Members 
are very welcome, these being Messrs. Lindsay Swift, George 
Sheldon, M. A. DeW. Howe, Arnold A. Rand, Jonathan 
Smith, and Albert Matthews. Messrs. Beekman Winthrop 
and James Phinney Baxter have been elected Corresponding 
Members, and there are still vacancies of four in that depart- 
ment. Captain Mahan has been transferred from the Corre- 
sponding membership to the Honorary position. 

The following changes took place, during the year, in the 
membership of the Society : 

Deaths : 

Resident Members. 

Edward James Young June 23, 1906. 

Edmund Farwell Slafter Sept. 22, 1906. 
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Honorary Member. 
Carl Schurz May 14, 1906. 

Corresponding Members. 

Richard Garnett April 13, 1906. 

Gustave Vapereau April 18, 1906. 

Alexander Brown Aug. 29, 1906. 

Henry Martyn Baird Nov. 11, 1906. 

Frederic William Maitland Dec. 19, 1906. 

Resignations : 

Resident Members, 

George Spring Merriam Nov. 8, 1906. 

Thomas Corwin Mendenhall Nov. 8, 1906. 

Transfer : 

Corresponding Membership to the Honorary. 
Alfred Thayer Mahan Jan. 10, 1907. 

Elections : 

Resident Members. 

Lindsay Swift April 12,1906. 

George Sheldon June 14, 1906. 

Mark Antony De Wolfe Howe Nov. 8, 1906. 

Arnold Augustus Rand Dec. 13, 1906. 

Jonathan Smith Jan. 10, 1907. 

Albert Matthews Feb. 14, 1907. 

Corresponding Members. 

Beekman Winthrop June 14, 1906. 

James Phinney Baxter Jan. 10, 1907. 

The following publications have been issued by the Society 
during the year: 

Serial numbers of Proceedings, Vol. XX., March to December, 1906. 
Collections, seventh series. Vol. VI. (Part II. of the Bowdoin and 
Temple Papers). 

The following is a list of such publications by members of the 
Society, during the year, as have come to the knowledge of 
the Council : 

Lee's Centennial. An Address by Charles Francis Adams at Lex- 
ington, Virginia, Saturday, January 19, 1907, on the invitation of the 
President and Faculty of Washington and Lee University. 
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Centralization and the Law ; Scientific and Legal Education [lectures 
delivered by Melville Madison Bigelow, Brooks Adams, and others, 
before the Boston University Law School]. With an introduction by 
Mr. Bigelow. 

Mayan Nomenclature. Privately printed. By Charles P. Bowditch. 

The Temples of the Cross, of the Foliated Cross, and of the Sun at 
Palenque. Privately printed. By Charles P. Bowditch. 

Four American Leaders [Franklin, Washington, Channing, and 
Emerson]. By Charles W. Eliot. 

Great Riches. By Charles W. Eliot. 

Through Man to God. By George A. Gordon. 

The Jeffersonian System, 1801-1811. By Edward Channing. 
With maps. [Vol. XII. of "The American Nation," edited by Albert 
Bushnell Hart.] 

Confiscation Laws of Massachusetts. By Andrew McFarland Davis. 

The Investments of Harvard College, 1776-1790: an Episode in the 
Finances of the Revolution. By Andrew McFarland Davis. Reprinted 
from the Quarterly Journal of Economics, May, 1906. 

A Search for the Beginnings of Stock Speculation. By Andrew 
McFarland Davis. 

The American Nation : a History from Original Sources by Associ- 
ated Scholars. Edited by Albert Bushnell Hart, advised by Historical 
Societies. Vols. VI. -XIX., of which three are by Corresponding Mem- 
bers and three by Resident Members ; Vol. VII., " France in America, 
1497-1763," by Reuben Gold Thwaites ; Vol. X., "The Confed- 
eration and the Constitution, 1783-1 789," by Andrew Cunningham 
McLaughlin; Vol. XIV., "Rise of the New West, 1819-1829," by 
Frederick Jackson Turner; Vols. XII., XVI., and XVIII., by Pro- 
fessor Channing, Professor Hart, and Theodore Clarke Smith, which 
appear in other parts of this list. 

Peabody Education Fund. Proceedings of the Trustees at their 
Forty-eighth Meeting, New York, 3 October, 1906. By Hon. Samuel 
A. Green, General Agent and Secretary. 

Peabody Education Fund. Proceedings of the Trustees at their 
Forty-ninth Meeting, New York, 20 February, 1907. By Hon. 
Samuel A. Green, Secretary. 

Slavery and Abolition, 1831-1841. By Albert Bushnell Hart. 
With maps. [Vol. XVI. of " The American Nation," edited by Pro- 
fessor Hart.] 

The Descendants of Adam Mott of Hempstead, Long Island, N. Y. 
A Genealogical Study, revised edition. By Edward Doubleday Harris. 

Diocese of Massachusetts. Thirteenth Annual Address of the 
Rt. Rev. William Lawrence, D.D., to the Convention of the Diocese, 
May 2, 1906. 
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A Frontier Town and other Essays. By Henry Cabot Lodge. 

Reminiscences of Old Cambridge (reprinted from the Proceedings of 
the Cambridge Historical Society), being in part the report of an in- 
formal address to the Cambridge Historical Society on the evening of 
October 30, 1905. By Charles Eliot Norton. 

Early American Engravings and the Cambridge Press Imprints, 
1640-1692, in the Library of the American Antiquarian Society. By 
Nathaniel Paine. Reprinted from the Proceedings of the American An- 
tiquarian Society [with two Supplements, Addenda and Corrections]. 

Walt Whitman : His Life and Works. By Bliss Perry. 

Evidence of the Work of Man on Objects from Quaternary Caves 
in California. By F. W. Putnam. 

History of the United States from the Compromise of 1850 to the 
Final Restoration of Home Rule at the South in 1877. Vols. VI., 
VIL, 1866-1877. By James Ford Rhodes. 

Successors in Success. A Memorial Address in Honor of Michael 
Anagnos, given at the Tremont Temple, in Boston, Wednesday, 
October 24, 1906. By F. B. Sanborn. 

Parties and Slavery, 1850-1859. By Theodore Clarke Smith. 
With maps. [Vol. XVIII. of "The American Nation, ,, edited by 
Albert Bushnell Hart.] 

Memoir of Sigourney Butler. By Lindsay Swift. 

Cavour e Bismarck. Un parallelo storico di William Roscoe Thayer. 

Poem at the Celebration of the Two Hundred and Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary of the Founding of Cambridge, Sanders Theatre, December 
21, 1905. By William Roscoe Thayer. [Reprinted from the Proceed- 
ings of the Cambridge Historical Society.] 

Edward Atkinson. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. [Reprinted 
from the Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.] 
There has also been printed in pamphlet form by the Cambridge Pub- 
lic Library in 1896 a chronological list of all the publications of 
T. W. Higginson. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 

Chairman of Committee. 

The Report of the Treasurer and the Report of the Auditing 
Committee were presented in print, as has been customary for 
many years : 

Report of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-Laws, 
Chapter VIL, Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits 
his Annual Report, made up to March 30, 1907. 
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The special funds held by him are twenty-two in number, 
and are as follows : — 

I. The Appleton Fund, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by a gift to the Society, from Nathan Appleton, William Ap- 
pleton, and Nathaniel I. Bowditch, trustees under the will of 
Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value of ten thou- 
sand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold for $12,203, 
at which sum the fund now stands. The income is applicable 
to " the procuring, preserving, preparation, and publication of 
historical papers." The cost of publishing nineteen volumes 
of the Collections has been charged to the income of this 
fund. 

II. The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at $10,000. This 
fund originated hi a gift of two thousand dollars from the 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from another associate, Nathaniel Thayer. 
The annual income must be added to the principal between 
July and January, or by " a recorded vote " of " the Society " 
it may u be expended in such objects as to them may be desir- 
able." The directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust may 
be found in the printed Proceedings for November, 1855. The 
cost of publishing five volumes of the Collections has been 
charged to the income of this fund. 

III. The Dowse Fund, given to the Society by George 
Livermore and Eben. Dale, executors of the will of Thomas 
Dowse, April 9, 1857, for the " safe keeping " of the Dowse 
Library, which was formally given by Mr. Dowse to the So- 
ciety in July, 1856. It amounts to $10,000. The income for 
the year has been placed to the credit of the General Account, 
in accordance with what was understood to be the wish of 
the executors. 

IV. The Peabody Fund, which was presented by the 
eminent banker and philanthropist George Peabody, in a letter 
dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now stands at $22,123. The income 
is available only for the publication and illustration of the 
Society's Proceedings and Memoirs, and for the preservation 
of the Society's Historical Portraits. The cost of publishing 
twenty-five volumes of the Proceedings and the Consolidated 
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Index to the First Series has been charged to the income of 
this fund ; and a sufficient sum has been reserved in the treas- 
ury to defray the cost of publishing a Consolidated Index to 
the Second Series, now in preparation. 1 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest of $5,000 
from the Hon. James Savage, President from 1841 to 1855, 
received in June, 1873. By a change of the original invest- 
ments the principal was increased $1,000, and the fund now 
stands on the books at the sum of $6,000. The income is to 
be used for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Erastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recogni- 
tion of her father's interest in the work of the Society. The 
original sum was one thousand dollars ; but the interest was 
added to the principal to bring the amount up to $2,000, at 
which it now stands. There is no restriction as to the use 
to be made of this fund ; but up to the present time the 
income has been used only for the purchase of books for the 
Library. 

VII. The William Winthrop Fund, which for many 
years stood at the sum of $3,000, was received Oct. 13, 1882, 
under the will of William Winthrop, a Corresponding Member 
of the Society from 1861 to 1869. By the will of our associate 
the younger Robert C. Winthrop the sum of $2,000 was given 
to the Society to be added to and form part of the fund be- 
queathed by his kinsman. This sum was received by the 
Treasurer, Oct. 13, 1905, exactly twenty-three years after the 
receipt of the original bequest ; and the fund now stands at 
$5,000. The income is to be applied " to the binding for better 
preservation of the valuable manuscripts and books apper- 
taining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Frothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 
the widow of Richard Frothingham, Treasurer from 1847 to 
1877, of a certificate of twenty shares in the Union Stock Yard 
and Transit Co., of Chicago, of the par value of $100 each, 
and of the stereotype plates of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege of 
Boston," " Life of Joseph Warren," and " Rise of the Repub- 

1 By an accidental oversight the words " Printed at the Charge of the Pea- 
body Fund " were omitted from the title-page of Volume XI. of the Second Series 
of the Proceedings. 
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lie." The fund stands on the Treasurer's books at $3,000, 
exclusive of the copyright. There are no restrictions on the 
uses to which the income may be applied. The cost of pub- 
lishing two volumes of Collections and the Catalogue of the 
Cabinet was charged to the income of this fund. 

IX. The General Fund, which represents the following 
items : — 

1. A gift of two thousand dollars from the residuary estate 
of Mary Prince Townsend, by the executors of her will, 
William Minot and William Minot, Jr., in recognition of 
which, by a vote of the Society, passed June 13, 1861, the 
Treasurer was " directed to make and keep a special entry in 
his account books of this contribution as the donation of Miss 
Mary P. Townsend." 

2. A legacy of two thousand dollars from Henry Harris, 
received in July, 1867. 

3. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
George Bemis, received in March, 1879. 

4. A gift of one hundred dollars from our associate Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, received in April, 1881. 

5. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
Williams Latham, received in May, 1884. 

6. A bequest of five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light 
and Coke Co. from George Dexter, Recording Secretary 
from 1878 to 1883, received in June, 1884. This bequest for 
several years stood on the Treasurer's books at $900, at which 
sum the shares were valued when the incomes arising from 
separate investments were all merged in one consolidated 
account. Besides the regular quarterly dividends there has 
been received up to the present time from the sale of sub- 
scription rights, etc., the sum of $337.56, which has been 
added to the nominal amount of Mr. Dexter's bequest. 

7. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar, received in February, 1895. 

8. A gift of one hundred dollars from Horace Davis, a 
Corresponding Member, received in April, 1904. 

9. A gift of one hundred dollars from our associate Edward 
D. Harris, received in March, 1905. 

10. Thirty commutation fees of one hundred and fifty 
dollars each. 

11. The sum of $29,955.17 was withdrawn from the proceeds 
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of the sale of the Tremont Street estate, and added to this 
fund ; the sum of $731.70 received from the Medical Library 
for cost of party-wall was also deducted from the cost of the 
real estate, and added to this fund ; and a subsequent payment 
of $397 for permanent improvements was charged to this fund 
and credited to Building Account. The net sum which has 
been credited to the fund from this source is $30,289.87. 

12. In March, 1888, when all the securities belonging to the 
Society were transferred to the consolidated investments, the 
sum of $100 was added to this fund to represent the increased 
market value at that time of an eight per cent bond of the 
Quincy and Palmyra Railroad Co. for $1,000, bought at par 
many years before, and specially held for this account. 

The amount of the fund at the present time is $43,427.43. 
The cost of publishing Volume VII. of the Second Series of the 
Proceedings was charged against the income of this fund. 

X. The Anonymous Fund, which originated in a gift 
of $1,000 to the Society in April, 1887, communicated in a 
letter to the Treasurer, from a valued associate, printed in the 
Proceedings (2d series, vol. iii. pp. 277, 278). A further gift 
of $250 was received from the same generous friend in April, 

1888. The income has been added to the principal; and in 
accordance with the instructions of the giver this policy is to 
be continued (see Proceedings, 2d series, vol. xiii. pp. 66, 67). 
The fund now stands at $3,461.89. 

XI. The William Amory Fund, which was a bequest of 
$3,000, from our associate William Amory, received Jan. 7, 

1889. There are no restrictions on the uses to which the 
income may be applied. The cost of publishing Volume X. of 
the Sixth Series of the Collections was charged to the income 
of this fund. 

XII. The Lawrence Fund, which was a bequest of 
$3,000, from our associate the younger Abbott Lawrence 
(H. U., Class of 1849), received in June, 1894. The income 
is " to be expended in publishing the Collections and Pro- 
ceedings " of the Society. The cost of publishing Volume 
XVII. of the Second Series of the Proceedings was charged 
against the income of this fund. 

XIII. The Robert C. Winthrop Fund, which originated 
in a bequest of $5,000, from the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
President from 1855 to 1885, received in December, 1894. 



1907.] BEPORT OF THE TREASURER. 11 

No restrictions were attached to this bequest ; but by a vote 
of the Society passed Dec. 13, 1894, it was directed tjiat the 
income u shall be expended for such purposes as the Council 
may from time to time direct." By the will of our late asso- 
ciate Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., the sum of $5,000 was given to 
the Society to be added to and form part of the fund be- 
queathed by his father. This sum was received Oct. 13, 1905 ; 
and the fund now stands at $10,000. 

XIV. The Waterston Publishing Fund, which was a 
bequest of $10,000, from our associate the Rev. Robert C. 
Waterston, received in December, 1894. The income is to be 
used as a publishing fund, in accordance with the provisions 
of Mr. Waters ton's will printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. viii. pp. 172, 173). The cost of publishing Volume 
XVIII. of the Second Series of the Proceedings was charged 
against the income of this fund. 

XV. T&E Ellis Fund, which originated in a bequest to 
the Society of $30,000, by Dr. George E. Ellis, President from 
1885 to 1894. This sum was paid into the Treasury Dec. 20, 
1895 ; and to it has been added the sum of $1,663.66 received 
from the sale of various articles of personal property, also given 
to the Society by Dr. Ellis, which it was not thought desirable 
to keep, making the whole amount of the fund $31,663.66. No 
part of the original sum can be used for the purchase of other 
real estate in exchange for the real estate specifically devised 
by Dr. Ellis's will. 

Besides the bequest in money, Dr. Ellis by his will gave to 
the Society his dwelling-house No. 110 Marlborough Street, 
with substantially all its contents. In the exercise of the dis- 
cretion which the Society was authorized to use, this house 
was sold for the sum of $25,000, and the proceeds invested in 
the more eligible estate on the corner of the Fenway and 
Boylston Street. The full sum received from the sale was 
entered on the Treasurer's books, to the credit of Ellis 
House, in perpetual memory of Dr. Ellis's gift. 

XVI. The Lowell Fund, which was a bequest of the 
Hon. John Lowell (H. U., Class of 1843), amounting to $3,000, 
received Sept. 13, 1897. There are no restrictions on the uses 
to which the income may be applied. The cost of publishing 
Volume XX. of the Second Series of the Proceedings will 
be charged against the income of this fund. 
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XVII. The Waterston Fund, which was received April 
21, 1900, in full satisfaction of a bequest from our associate 
the Rev. Robert C. Waterston. Some legal questions hav- 
ing arisen in connection with this bequest, the matter was 
compromised, and the sum of $5,000 was received, as stated 
in the Proceedings (2d series, vol. xiv. pp. 163, 164). The 
income is to be used for printing a catalogue of the Waterston 
Library, for printing documents from it, and for making addi- 
tions to the Library from time to time. The catalogue of the 
Library was completed and issued in February, 1906. 

XVIII. The Waterston Fund No. 2, which was a fur- 
ther bequest of $10,000 from Mr. Waterston, in regard to 
which there were no legal questions, and which was also re- 
ceived April 21, 1900. The income is to be used for " print- 
ing and publishing any important or interesting autograph, 
original manuscripts, letters or documents which may be in 
possession of" the Society. 

Besides the three funds, for the creation of which provision 
was made by Mr. Waterston's will, the Treasurer received, 
under the will, the sum of $10,000, to be applied to the fitting 
up of a room or portion of a fire-proof building for the com- 
modious and safe keeping of the Waterston Collection. A 
room was accordingly set apart for that purpose, and the 
larger part of this sum was expended in making it con- 
venient and attractive. Some further expenditures must be 
made on this account, and any balance of cash remaining 
in the hands of the Treasurer will be used, in accordance with 
the terms of the will, in adding books to the collection, under 
the direction of the Council. 

XIX. The Robert Charles Billings Fund. This was 
a gift of $10,000, received April 16, 1903, from the surviving 
executors of the will of the late Robert Charles Billings. The 
income is to be used only for publications. The cost of pub- 
lishing Volume XIX. of the Second Series of the Proceedings 
was charged against the income of this fund. 

XX. The John Langdon Sibley Fund, which was cre- 
ated under the will of our associate, printed in the Proceedings 
(2d series, vol. ii. pp. 168-170), was received in two instal- 
ments, Aug. 5, 1903, and April 18, 1904. The income must 
be applied in the manner set forth in Mr. Sibley's will. The 
fund now stands on the books at $161,169.33. 
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XXI. The Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund, which was 
created under her will, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. xvi. pp. 21-23), was also received in two instalments, 
Aug. 5, 1903, and April 18, 1904. There are no restrictions 
on the uses to which the income may be applied, and it has 
been carried to the credit of the General Account. The fund 
stands at $22,509.48. 

XXII. The Thomas L. Winthrop Fund, which is de- 
signed to perpetuate the memory of the fourth President of 
the Society. In the early part of 1837 he gave to the Society 
a beautiful copy of Audubon's " Birds of America." Since that 
time other organizations have come into existence which are 
directly interested in the study of natural history, and as the 
volumes were little used in this Library, it was thought best, 
after consultation with the descendants of the donor, to sell 
the volumes and add the proceeds to our permanent funds. 
This was done by the Librarian under the direction of the 
Council, and the sum of $2,000 was received by the Treasurer 
April 9, 1905. For the present the annual income will be 
added to the principal. 

On Dec. 16, 1903, the Treasurer received from the ex- 
ecutors under the will of our associate the late Hon. Mellen 
Chamberlain the sum of $5,520, on account of Judge Cham- 
berlain's bequest to the Society to defray the cost of publishing 
his " History of Chelsea." In May, 1906, the Treasurer re- 
ceived a further sum of $4,442.53, and in June the sum of 
$99.48 in final settlement of the estate, making the whole 
amount received from the executors of Judge Chamberlain's 
will $10,062.01. This bequest has been treated as an open 
account, — all payments for the History having been charged 
to it, and interest credited on unexpended balances available 
for the purpose. The interest so added amounts to $673.63 ; 
and the payments to the present time amount to $5,350.50. It 
is expected that the History will be published in the course of 
the next financial year. In the opinion of the Treasurer any 
unexpended balance remaining after all bills have been paid 
and any sums received for copies of the History sold should 
be separately funded as a perpetual memorial of the interest 
which our honored associate took in the work of the Society. 

The Treasurer also holds a deposit book in the Five Cent 
Savings Bank for $100 and interest, which is applicable to the 
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care and preservation of the beautiful model of the Brattle 
Street Church, deposited with us in April, 1877. 

In January, 1905, the Treasurer received from our associate 
Thomas Minns the gift of one of the earliest deposit books 
issued by the " Provident Institution for Savings in the Town 
of Boston/' to Miss Maria Antoinette Parker, February 21, 
1821, with a transfer of the balance of principal and interest 
now or hereafter to be represented by it. In October, 1906, 
Mr. Minns paid to the Treasurer the sum of $800, to be added 
to this deposit book. All the papers relating to these trans- 
actions are in the Society's box in the Union Safe Deposit 
Vaults. The interest on the deposits is to be used for the 
purchase of books for the Library ; and the deposit book itself 
is to be kept as an interesting relic of the earlier time. It is 
worthy of notice that a former Treasurer and President of this 
Society, James Savage, was one of the founders and afterward 
President of the Provident Institution, and that the two cor- 
porations were for a considerable period joint owners of the 
estate on Tremont Street which they jointly occupied. 

As these two deposit books represent prescribed investments 
for special purposes, they are not included in the General Fund, 
and do not appear in the Trial Balance ; but they form never- 
theless a part of the Society's assets, and it will probably be 
desirable hereafter to include them as special funds wholly 
independent of the Consolidated Income, which is propor- 
tionately distributed among the other funds. 

It should not be forgotten that besides the gifts and bequests 
represented by these funds, which the Treasurer is required to 
take notice of in his Annual Report, numerous gifts have been 
made to the Society from time to time, and expended for the 
purchase of the real estate, or in promoting the objects for 
which the Society was organized. A detailed account of these 
gifts was included in the Annual Report of the Treasurer, 
dated March 31, 1887, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. iii. pp. 291-296) ; and in the list of the givers there enu- 
merated will be found the names of many honored associates, 
now living or departed, and of other gentlemen, not members 
of the Society, who were interested in the promotion of histori- 
cal studies. They gave liberally in the day of small things ; 
and to them the Society is largely indebted for its present 
prosperity and usefulness. 
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To the benefactors there mentioned must be added Charles 
Francis Adams, President of the Society, who, in the sum- 
mer of 1895, bought a lot of land on the Fenway (3,000 
square feet), with a view of adding it to the lot bought by 
the Society, in case the latter should prove too small. When 
the plans for the new building were drawn, it was found to 
be desirable to make some change in the lines of the Society's 
estate, and the lot bought by the President was conveyed to 
the Society, with a verbal understanding that he should re- 
ceive for it an equal quantity of land on Boylston Street. In 
February, 1901, a portion of unoccupied land on Boylston 
Street (2,622 ^ square feet) was sold to indemnify the Presi- 
dent for the land conveyed by him to the Society. The dif- 
ference ($3,000) between the sum paid by the President 
($15,000) and the amount received for the land sold ($12,000) 
was an absolute gift to the Society, and to this difference must 
be added the interest on $15,000 from the date of the original 
purchase up to the date of sale of the Boylston Street land, a 
period of nearly six years. 

The stock and bonds held by the Treasurer as investments 
on account of the above-mentioned funds are as follows : — 

$14,000 in the five per cent mortgage bonds of the Chicago and 
West Michigan Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$1,000 in a five per cent bond of the Chicago and North Michigan 
Railroad Co., due 1931 ; 

$5,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Rio Grande Western Rail- 
road Co., due 1939; 

$8,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and 
Quincy Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$2,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and 
Quincy Railroad Co., due 1922 ; 

$4,000 in the three and one-half per cent bonds of the Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad Co., due 1949 ; 

$5,000 in the five per cent gold bonds of the Cincinnati, Dayton, 
and Ironton Railroad Co., due 1941 ; 

$14,500 in the four per cent mortgage bonds of the Atchison, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad Co., due 1995 ; 

$9,000 in the adjustment four per cent bonds, due 1995; $3,000 
in the convertible four per cent bonds, due 1995 ; and one hundred and 
fifty-eight shares of the preferred stock of the same corporation ; 

$13,000 in the five per cent collateral trust bonds of the Chicago 
Junction Railways and Union Stock Yards Co., due 1915 ; 
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$10,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Oregon Short Line Railroad 
Co., due 1946; 

$10,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Oregon Short Line Railroad 
Co., due 1929; 

$ 1 2,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Lewiston-Concord Bridge Co., 
due 1924; 

$6,000 in the four and one half per cent bonds of the Boston and 
Maine Railroad Co., due 1944 ; 

$10,000 in the four per cent bonds of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., due 1929 ; 

$54,000 in the four per cent joint bonds of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Co. and the Great Northern Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$12,000 in the convertible five per cent bonds of the Kansas City- 
Stock Yards Co., due 1913 ; 

$6,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Long Island Railroad Co., 
due 1949; 

$12,000 in the four per cent bonds of the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad Co., due 1934 ; 

$10,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad Co., due 1951 ; 

$4,500 in the seven per cent bonds of the Atchison and Nebraska 
Railroad Co., due 1908; 

$22,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Burlington and Missouri 
River Railroad Co. in Nebraska, due 1910; 

$2,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Detroit, Grand Rapids and 
Western Railroad Co., due 1946; 

$9,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Fitchburg Railroad Co., due 
1927; 

$3,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Kansas City, Clinton and 
Springfield Railroad Co., due 1925; 

$2,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Lowell, Lawrence and 
Haverhill Street Railway Co., due 1923 ; 

$6,000 in the four per cent bonds of the West End Street Railway 
Co., due 1915 ; 

$25,000 in the six per cent mortgage notes of G. St. L. Abbott, 
Trustee ; 

$3,500 in the mortgage note of A. & C. F. Ammand, guaranteed by 
Charles F. Adams ; 

$2,400 in the mortgage note of J. H. & M. M. Annis, guaranteed by 
Charles F. Adams ; 

Fifty shares in the Merchants' National Bank of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the State National Bank of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the National Bank of Commerce of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the National Union Bank of Boston ; 
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Fifty shares in the Second National Bank of Boston ; 

Twenty-five shares in the National Shawmut Bank of Boston ; 

Thirty-five shares in the Boston and Albany Railroad Co.; 

Twenty-five shares in the Old Colony Railroad Co. ; 

Twenty-five shares in the preferred stock of the Fitchburg Rail- 
road Co. ; 

One hundred and fifty shares in the preferred stock of the Chicago 
Junction Railways and Union Stock Yards Co. ; 

Two hundred and fifty shares in the preferred stock of the American 
Smelting and Refining Co. ; 

Three hundred and two shares in the Kansas City Stock Yards Co. ; 

Ten shares in the Cincinnati Gas and Electric Co., received in ex- 
change for five shares in the Cincinnati Gas- Light and Coke Co. ; 

Six shares in the Boston Real Estate Trust (of the par value of $1,000); 

Five shares in the State Street Exchange ; and 

Three shares in the Pacific Mills (of the par value of $1,000). 

The net cost of these securities is $434,080.89 ; but their market value 
is much higher. 

The following abstracts and the trial balance show the pres- 
ent condition of the several accounts : — 



CASH ACCOUNT. 

1906. DEBITS * 

March 31. To balance on hand $1,820.37 

1907. 

March 30. „ receipts as follows : — 

General Account $1,593.91 

Consolidated Income 22,384.49 

Income of Richard Fro thin gham Fund . 66.50 
Income of R. C. Billings Fund .... 30.00 

24,074.90 

General Fund 150.00 

Chamberlain Bequest 4,542.01 

Investments 12,000.00 

$42,587.28 

March 30. To balance brought down $3,327.60 

1907. CREDim 
March 30. By payments as follows : — 

Investments $22,350.50 

Income of W. Winthrop Fund .... $68.00 
Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund .... 146.33 
Income of Savage Fund 199.52 

Carried forward $413.85 $22,350.50 

2 
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Brought forward $413.85 $22,350.50 

Income of Lowell Fund 1,395.62 

Income of Waterston Publishing Fund . 1.25 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund .... 2,462.35 
Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund . . . 255.17 

Income of Appleton Fund 1,137.79 

Income of Peabody Fund 355.32 

Income of Mass. Historical Trust Fund . 66.00 

Income of General Fund 67.10 

Chamberlain Bequest 3,090.90 

Consolidated Income 54.58 

Waterston Library 30.00 

General Account 7,579.25 

16,909.18 

By balance on hand 3,327.60 

#42,587.28. 



GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
1907. debits. 

March 30. To sundry charges and payments : — 

Salaries of Librarian's Assistants . . . $2,799.00 

Services of Janitor 960.00 

Printing and binding 110.10 

Stationery and postage 106.36 

Light 83.61 

Water 73.00 

Coal and wood 687.00 

Miscellaneous expenses 591.53 

Editing publications of the Society . . . 2,000.00 

Repairs 268.65 

$7,579 25 

To balance carried forward 1,486.90 

$9,066.15 



1907. credits. 

March 30. By balance brought forward $1,738.66 

„ sundry receipts : — 

Interest $95.49 

Admission Fees 150.00 

Assessments 620.00 

Sales of publications 725.82 

Copyright, etc 2.60 

1,69391 

Income of General Fund 2,377.02 

Income of Ellis Fund 1,782.05 

Income of Dowse Fund 562.81 

Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund 1,011.70 

"$9,066.15 
March 30. By balance brought down $1,486.90 
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Income of General Fund, 

1907. DEBIT8 ' 

March 30 To amount paid for printing and binding $67.10 

„ amount carried to General Account 2,377.02 

$2,444.12 

1907. CREDITS. 

March 30. By proportion of consolidated income . • • $2,444.12 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund. 

1907. DEBIT8 ' 

March 30. To payments in accordance with the will $2,462.35 

„ amount added to principal of J. L. Sibley Fund . . . 2,236.22 

„ balance carried forward 6,849.68 

$11,648.25 

1906. CREDim 

March 31. By balance brought forward $2,603.37 

1907 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 8,944.88 

$11,548.25 
March 30. By balance brought down $6,849.68 

Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund. 

1907. DEWTS - 

March 30. To amount paid for books, etc $255.17 

„ balance carried to General Account 1,011.70 

$1,266.87 

1907. CREDim 
March 30. By proportion of consolidated income $1,266.87 

Income of Ellis Fund 

DEBITS. 

1907. 
March 30. To amount carried to General Account $1,782.05 

credits. 
1907. 
March 30. By proportion of consolidated income $1,782.05 
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Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund. 

1907. DEBITS - 

March 30. To amount paid for books $146.83 

„ balance carried forward 560.89 

1707.22 



1906. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $594.66 

1907. 

March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 112.56 

$707.22 

March 30. By balance brought forward $560.89 



Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund, 

1907. DEBITS ' 

March 30. To amount paid for sundries $66.00 

„ balance carried forward 3,691 84 

$3,757.84 



1906. CREDim 

March 31. By balance brought forward .... $3,195.03 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 562.81 

$3,757.84 
March 30. By balance brought forward $3,691.84 



Income of Peabody Fund, 

DEBITS. 

1907. 
March 30. To amount paid for printing, binding, and " Index "... $355.32 
„ balance carried forward 3,805.76 

$4,161.08 

1906. CREDim 

March 31. By balance brought forward $2,916.00 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 1,245.08 

$4,161.08 

March 30. By balance brought down $3,805.76 
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Income of Richard Frothingham Fund, 

1906. CREDIT8 ' 

March 31. By amount brought forward $1,904.32 

1907. 

March 30. „ copyright received 66.50 

„ proportion of consolidated income 168.84 

$2,139.66 
March 30. By balance brought down $2,139.66 

Income of Savage Fund, 

1906. DEBIT8 ' 

March 31. To balance brought forward $222.10 

1907. 
March 30. „ amount paid for books 199.52 

$421.62 

March 30. To balance brought forward $83.94 

1907. credits. 

March 30. By proportion of consolidated income $337.68 

„ balance carried forward 83.94 

$421.62 

Income of Dowse Fund, 

1907. debits. 
March 30. To amount transferred to General Account $562.81 

1Q07 CREDITS. 

March 30. By proportion of consolidated income $562.81 



Income of William Winthrop Fund, 
1907. DEBITS. 

March 30. To amount paid for binding $68 00 

„ balance carried forward 629.68 



CREDITS. 

1906. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $416.28 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 281.40 

$697.68 
March 30. By amount brought forward $629.68 
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Income of Appleton Fund. 

1907. debits. 

March 30. To amount paid for printing " Collections " $1,137.79 

„ balance carried forward 4,119.47 

$5,257.26 

•iqrifi CREDITS. 

March 31. By amount brought forward $4,570.46 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 686.80 

$5,257.26 

March 30. By balance brought forward $4,119.47 

Chamberlain Bequest. 

1907. DEBITS * 

March 30. To amount paid on account of " History " $3,090.90 

„ balance carried forward 5,385.14 

$8,476.04 

CREDIT8. 
1906. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $3,682.52 

1907. 

March 30. „ amount received from the executors 4,542.01 

„ amount of interest added 251.51 

$8,476.04 

March 30. By balance brought down $5,385.14 



Waterston Publishing Fund. 

1907. DEBITS * 
March 30. To amount paid for publishing "Proceedings" .... $1.25 

„ balance carried forward • • • 5,165.06 

$5,166.31 

1906. CREDITS. 

March 31. By amount brought forward $4,603.50 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 562.81 

$5,166.31 
March 30. By balance brought down $5,165.06 



1907.] 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 



23 



Income of Lowell Fund, 

1907. DEBITS. 

March 30. To amount paid for " Proceedings " $1,395.62 

„ balance brought forward 96.60 

, $1,492.22 

1906. CREDITS - 

March 81. By amount brought forward $1,323.38 

1907. 
March 30. „ proportion of consolidated income 168.84 

$1,492.22 
March 30. By balance brought down $96.60 



Income o/R. C. Billings Fund, 

1907. DEBITS * 

March 30. To amount carried forward $729.29 

1906. credits. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $136.48 

1907. 

March 30. „ amount received on account of " Proceedings " . . 30.00 

„ proportion of consolidated income 562.81 

$729.29 

March 30. By balance brought down $729.29 

TRIAL BALANCE. 

DEBITS. 

Cash $3,327.60 

Investments 434,080.89 

Real Estate 97,990.32 

Income of Savage Fund 83.94 

$535,482.75 

CREDITS. 

Building Account $72,990.32 

Ellis House 25,000.00 

Appleton Fund 12,203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 6,000.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 2,000.00 

William Winthrop Fund 5,000.00 

Carried forward $165,316.32 
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Brought forward $165,816.32 

Richard Frotliingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 43,427.43 

Anonymous Fund 3,461.89 

William Amory Fund 3,000.00 

Lawrence Fund 3,000.00 

Robert C. Winthrop Fund 10,000.00 

Waterston Publishing Fund 10,000.00 

Ellis Fund 31,663.66 

Lowell Fund 3,000.00 

Waterston Fund 5,000.00 

Waterston Fund No. 2 10,000.00 

Robert Charles Billings Fund 10,000.00 

John Langdon Sibley Fund 161,169.33 

Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund 22,509.48 

Thomas L. Winthrop Fund 2,231.49 

General Account 1,486.90 

Chamberlain Bequest 5,385.14 

Waterston Library 3,917.14 

Income of Lowell Fund 96.60 

Income of Appleton Fund 4,119.47 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 629.68 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund 3,691.84 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 2,139.66 

Income of William Amory Fund 1,287.35 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund 560.89 

Income of Lawrence Fund 550.66 

Income of Robert C. Winthrop Fund 3,626.08 

Income of Waterston Publishing Fund 5,165.06 

Income of Waterston Fund e . . . 743.79 

Income of Waterston Fund No. 2 3,918.16 

Income of Robert C Billings Fund . . . . 729.29 

Income of Peabody Fund 3,805.76 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund 6,849.68 

$535,482.75 



The income for the year derived from the investments and 
credited to the several funds, in proportion to the amount at 
which they stand on the Treasurer's books, was about five 
and five-eighths per cent. 

In submitting his final Report as Treasurer, and declining a 
re-election, the undersigned gratefully recognizes, as did his 
immediate predecessor, the Hon. Richard Frothingham, thirty 
years ago, the pleasant relations which have existed with the 
other members of the Society, and especially with the Council. 
In succession the undersigned and his predecessor have held 
the office for sixty years, or more than half the period which 
lias elapsed since the formation of the Society. The unbroken 
harmony of so long a term of service is significant of the spirit 



1907.] EEPORT OF THE TREASURER. 25 

in which the work of the founders has been carried on by- 
successive generations. 

It may not be without interest to cast a glance backward 
over the financial history of these sixty years. When Mr. 
Frothingham was elected Treasurer in 1847, the Society owned 
a quarter part of the estate on Tremont Street which was occu- 
pied jointly by it and the Provident Institution for Savings, 
and which had cost $6,500. There were no invested funds, 
and the whole amount in the treasury was $1,113.49. "The 
ordinary receipts of the Society," wrote the retiring Treasurer 
at that time, " are derived from the annual subscription of 
three dollars for each member, and eight dollars admission 
fee." The total receipts in the first year of Mr. Frothingham's 
term were $270.79. When he declined a re-election in 1877, 
the Society owned the new building in Tremont Street, which 
had cost (including the original purchase) $103,280.19, and 
was subject to mortgages amounting in the aggregate to 
$85,203, leaving an equity in the estate of $18,077.19 ; there 
were six permanent funds of the aggregate amount of 
$52,349.25, including three which had been invested in the 
new building ; and there were cash and notes receivable in 
the treasury to the amount of $7,495.71. 

The present condition of the Society is shown in detail in 
the foregoing statements and abstracts ; but it may be con- 
venient to give the summary in a single sentence. The real 
estate, which is entirely unincumbered, stands on the books at 
$97,990.32, but is valued by the city assessors at $196,000 ; 
the aggregate amount of the twenty-two permanent funds 
is $388,789.28, which, together with unexpended balances 
and income, is represented by stocks and bonds costing 
$434,080.89, but worth much more than their cost, and by 
$3,327.60 in cash. There are also two deposit books in Sav- 
ings Banks for about $1,000, held for special trusts. 

The undersigned can wish for his successors in the next 
sixty years nothing better than an equally unbroken record of 
harmony and of growth in the means of usefulness. 

Charles C. Smith, 

Treasurer 

Boston, March 30, 1907. 
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Report of the Auditing Coaimittee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 30, 1907, have attended to that 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and prop- 
erly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer for 
the several funds correspond with the statement in his Annual 
Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfactorily 
accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately taken 
from the Ledger. 

James F. Hunnewell, ) ~ 

rr, ,, } Committee. 

Thomas Minns, ) 

Boston, April 4, 1907. 

Mr. James F. Hunnewell, for the Auditing Committee, 
suggested that hereafter the Committee should have power to 
employ an expert paid accountant to examine the books and 
accounts of the Treasurer, and on his motion the matter was 
referred to the Council with power. 

The Librarian read his Report, as follows : 

Report of the Librarian. 

During the year there have been added to the Library : 

Books 509 

Pamphlets 843 

Bound volumes of newspapers 84 

Unbound volumes of newspapers 32 

Broadsides 26 

Maps 1 

Manuscripts 576 

Bound volumes of manuscripts 2 

In all 2,073 

Of the volumes added, 371 have been given, 102 bought, 
and 36 formed by binding. Of the pamphlets added, 627 
have been given, 210 bought, and 6 procured by exchange. 

From the income of the Savage Fund there have been 
bought 53 volumes, 66 pamphlets, and 4 single newspapers ; 
and 4 volumes of newspapers have been bound. 

From the income of the E. B. Bigelow Fund there have 
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been bought 12 volumes, 5 pamphlets, 9 bound volumes of 
newspapers, and 86 single newspapers; and 14 volumes of 
newspapers have been bound. 

From the income of the John Langdon Sibley Fund there 
have been bought 10 volumes, 22 pamphlets, 21 unbound 
volumes of newspapers, and 9 broadsides ; and 1 volume of 
newspaper cuttings has been, bound, and 3 volumes have been 
repaired, all relating to Harvard College; and from that of 
the Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund, 18 volumes, 117 pamphlets, 
247 single newspapers, 556 manuscripts, and 3 volumes have 
been bound. 

From the income of the William Winthrop Fund there have 
been bound 2 volumes of manuscripts and 12 volumes of news- 
papers ; and from that of the General Fund 3 volumes have 
been repaired. 

In the collection of manuscripts there are now 1,190 volumes, 
192 unbound volumes, 97 pamphlets with manuscript notes, 
and 15,081 manuscripts. 

Of the books added to the Rebellion Department, 10 volumes 
have been given, and 35 bought ; and of the pamphlets added, 
31 have been given, and 66 bought. There are now in the 
collection 3,105 volumes, 5,958 pamphlets, 485 broadsides, and 
110 maps. 

The cabinet, made at the charge of the John Langdon 
Sibley Fund for the safe keeping of the Sibley papers, was 
received and put in place on May 2, 1906, and is a worthy 
companion to the Parkman and Winthrop cabinets. 

From the estate of the late Charles E. French there have 
been received 132 volumes, 230 pamphlets, 31 bound volumes, 
1 unbound volume and many single numbers of newspapers, 
besides a collection of loose manuscript papers, containing some 
letters of Signers of the Declaration of Independence, of 
members of Congress, and of other noted persons, 44 broad- 
sides, and 1 map. 

The work of moving the books to the stacks vacated by the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences has been completed. 

The Library contains at the present time 49,842 volumes, 
109,675 pamphlets, and 4,718 broadsides. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

April 11, 1907. 
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The Report of the Cabinet-Keeper was read: 

Report of the Cabinet-Keeper. 

During the past year gifts have been received for the Cabinet 
as follows : 

A marble bust of James Savage, President of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society from 1841 to 1855, a reproduction by F. C. Recchia, 
of Boston, of the original, modelled by John C. King for the Provident 
Institution for Savings, now in its possession. Given by Mrs. William 
13. Rogers. 

A medal struck in commemoration of the two hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the settlement of the Jews in the United States. Given 
by the American Jewish Historical Society. 

A photograph of a memorial stone to Joseph Hills and Dr. John 
Sprague, erected by Deloraine P. Corey on the lawn of the First 
Baptist Church, Maiden, September, 1905. Given by Mr. Corey. 

A. bronze medal, by Tiffany & Company, New York, struck by Act 
of Congress in commemoration of the two hundredth anniversary of 
the birth of Benjamin Franklin. Given by the American Philosophical 
Society of Philadelphia. 

An engraving of the Earl of Buchan (a Corresponding Member of 
this Society, 1808-1829), by J. Fmlayson, published November 22, 
1765, after a painting by Sir Joshua Reynolds, bearing the inscription: 
" To J. Otis, Esquire of Boston, &c. &c. in New England as a mark of 
my Attachment to the cause of Liberty & its friends." Given by Mrs. 
William B. Rogers. 

An oil portrait of Mrs. Mary Ann (Faneuil) Jones, a sister of Peter 
Faneuil, painted by Smibert, a companion to our painting of Faneuil 
by the same artist, given in 1835 by Charles Faneuil and Eliza Jones. 
Given by Miss Mary Ann Jones, a great-granddaughter. 

Six cancelled steel plates of the Cambridge City Bank used in 
printing bills, $1, $2, $3, $5, $10, $20. Given by George Eliot 
Richardson. 

An engraving, entitled " A Prospect of the Colledges in Cambridge 
in New England," by Sidney L. Smith, 1906, after a colored print in 
the possession of this Society, inscribed to William Dummer, Acting- 
Governor, 1726, by W. Burgis. Given by Charles E. Goodspeed. 

A photogravure portrait of Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., by A. W. Elson 
& Company, after a crayon sketch by B. C. Porter, 1877, (a large 
India paper impression of the portrait which appears in the Publica- 
tions of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts.) Given by Henry H. 
Edes. 



1907.] REPORT OF THE CABINET-KEEPER. 29 

Six cancelled steel plates of the Hamilton Bank, Boston, used in 
printing bills since 1830. Given by Henry G. Denny. 

Four photographs : one of Governor John Hancock, two of Thomas 
Hancock, and one of Mrs. Lydia Henchman Hancock, of Boston, all 
from portraits by John Siugleton Copley, formerly belonging to 
Washington Hancock, of London, England. Given by Thomas Minns. 

An oil portrait of the Rev. Edmund F. Slafter by F. W. Simmons, 
bequeathed to the Society by Dr. Slafter. 

A copperplate engraving, from the unfinished plate by Edward 
Savage belonging to this Society, of Congress voting Independence ; 
printed November 8, 1906, by John A. Lowell & Company. Given 
by Charles E. Goodspeed. 

Gilbert Stuart's snuff-box, bearing on the cover an engraving with 
the legend, — " Com. Perry Capturing the Whole of the British fleet 
on Lake Erie, September 10, 1813"; on the bottom is engraved a 
letter of his of the same date speaking of the victory. A manuscript 
inside the box says : " At one time he lived in Roxbury, and was an 
intimate friend of Joseph Ruggles, Jr., and they exchanged snuff boxes, 
because J. R. had one which opened with a hinge, and G. S. preferred 
it to this one." 

Two silver spoons saved by Miss Relief Ellery, on the morning of 
June 17, 1775, when the firing on Charlestown caused her to leave her 
home there ; Faneuil Hall Lottery tickets, January, 1768, signed by 
Joseph Jackson; a bill of the United States, January 14, 1779, $65; 
of Massachusetts Bay, May 5, 1780, $20 ; of New Jersey, March 25, 
1776, one shilling, and three shillings j of the Kirtland (Ohio) Safety 
Society Bank, March 7, 1837, $1. Given by Miss Anna Sophia 
Everett. 

A photograph of a part of the Flag of the Third New York regi- 
ment, 1778 or 1779, carried at Yorktown in 1781, showing the arms 
painted alike on both sides of the flag ; photographed by Lorey, Albany, 
January, 1907, from the original in the possession of Mrs. Abraham 
Lansing of that city. Two photographs of a part of the flag of the 
Second Battalion, Second Connecticut Regiment, showing the arms of 
the Colony on one side and on the other the letters, " II. Bat. II Reg : 
Connecticut Raised 1640." Given by Gherardi Davis. 

A bronze medal to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the death 
of Thomas Robbins, D.D. Given by the Connecticut Historical 
Society. 

During the year Mr. William Sumner Appleton has arranged 
the collection of coins and medals bequeathed to this Society 
by his father, and I have received from him the following 
letter : 
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Boston, 9 April, 1907. 

Dear Mr. Norcross, — I have just finished arranging the coins 
for you, and now write very briefly to tell you in what order I have 
placed them. 

I began with the Colonial coinage and then the early American 
tokens. This was the portion of the collection which appealed most 
strongly to my father, and it is accordingly the best represented. Per- 
haps the most valuable piece of the lot is the N. E. Ill pence, of which 
but one other specimen is known, namely, that in the possession of 
Yale College. It seems peculiarly fortunate that there should be one 
specimen of this coin still within the limits of the Commonwealth. I 
cannot at the moment recall another collection of Massachusetts coins 
accessible to the public anywhere in the state. The other gems in this 
part of the collection are too numerous to mention, but they include 
many pieces of which less than a half dozen specimens are known to 
exist. 

Next follow the regular series of U. S. coins and Pattern pieces, of 
which the most valuable is undoubtedly the 1804 dollar. This is the 
best known of the few originals, and came from the Mickley collection. 
Other rarities are beautiful specimens of the scarce 1796 and 1797 half 
dollars, the latter being probably the finest known. Scarce cents 
include uncirculated 1793s of scarce varieties, choice 1799 and 
1804, etc. 

Next in order I have placed the later American tokens, store cards, 
etc., and after these the bulk of the American medals. I have made 
no attempt to classify these medals. They can be arranged in many 
different ways, and if you wish, I shall be glad to look them over at 
some later date when I have the time. Prominent among these medals 
is the so-called " Diplomatic medal." This medal is excessively rare, 
if not indeed unique. I know my father valued this piece very highly, 
and described it fully at a meeting of your Society. 

Next in order come the Washington medals. These represent a 
curious and interesting assemblage of good, bad, and indifferent pieces. 
Their values vary fully as much as their artistic merit. A number of 
these medals are unique. The Washington medals are arranged in 
the order in which they are described in my father's printed catalogue, 
of which the Society has a copy. A printed number laid beside the 
medal refers it to the catalogue. As the collection doubled in size 
after the catalogue was printed, there are many pieces not in proper 
place. 

Following these medals I have arranged the Washington and Lafay- 
ette medals. As their number is not very large, I have made no 
attempt to arrange them in any special order. 

The Admiral Vernon medals bring up the rear. 
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Altogether there are about 3,423 coins and medals and 987 pieces of 
paper money, the whole of which were valued for the estate at about 
$15,419.75. 

In conclusion let me make the following suggestion. As the collec- 
tion will probably be examined from time to time by persons with little 
or no knowledge of numismatics, it would be well that they should all 
be warned to touch only the edges of the coins, never the faces. 

Believe me 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Wm. Sumner Appleton. 

The Appleton collection and the cabinet containing miscel- 
laneous coins already owned by the Society have been placed 
in the small room on the third floor. 

The Cabinet room on the ground floor is much crowded, and 
I hope that in the near future the Society may see its way to 
build an addition on the land in the rear already owned by 
it, thus enlarging the room for the Cabinet. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Grenville H. Norcross. 

Boston, April 11, 1907. 

Mr. Waldo Lincoln, chairman of the Committee appointed 
to examine the Library and Cabinet, presented their Report: 

Report op the Committee on the Library and Cabinet. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Library and Cabi- 
net of the Society has attended to its duties with the courteous 
assistance of the Librarian, Dr. Green, and the Cabinet-Keeper, 
Mr. Norcross. 

The Cabinet is as well arranged as is possible in the limited 
space devoted to it. It is unfortunate that so valuable and 
interesting a collection should be so crowded together as to 
lose much of its character, and, if more room can possibly be 
found for its display, it seems advisable to distribute it through 
other rooms. Possibly the upper halls and the room lately 
vacated by the Academy of Arts and Sciences could be safely 
used for this purpose, or perhaps some of the articles could, 
with not too great inconvenience, be kept in Ellis Hall. 

The Society having during the past year come into posses- 
sion of the valuable Appleton collection of coins, the Committee, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Norcross, who professes to have no 
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great knowledge of numismatics, advises the appointment of a 
curator of coins, one of whose duties would be to keep the 
collection of American coins and medals up to date, — a matter 
which will entail but slight annual expense and in the end 
may prove of great value. 

Of the Library but little needs to be said. During the year 
the greater part of the Society's Library has been removed to 
the steel stack formerly used by the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, leaving many of the old wooden cases vacant. As 
the Committee understands that the Society carries no insur- 
ance on its collections, it would seem safer to remove the 
unused cases and to replace those in use, as rapidly as may 
be practical, with steel cases uniform with those used for the 
newspapers and Rebellion records. 

A very commendable method of preserving our early and 
most valuable files of newspapers has been adopted during the 
past year, which provides much greater safety against damage 
by their use, and room for the insertion, without rebinding, of 
missing numbers as they are gradually acquired. 

There are in our Library nearly five hundred volumes of 
bound pamphlets, averaging ten pamphlets to a volume, which 
are counted only as so many volumes. As in most libraries 
such pamphlets are counted as individual volumes, we advise 
the adoption of the same system, that our Library may have 
credit for its real size and importance. 

Waldo Lincoln. 
R. B. Merriman. 
Lindsay Swift. 

April, 1907. 

Mr. Thomas L. Liyermore, chairman of the Committee to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year, presented the following 
list of candidates, who were duly elected by ballot : 

For President. 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

For Vice-Presidents. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 
JAMES FORD RHODES. 

For Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD STANWOOD. 
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For Corresponding Secretary, 
HENRY WILLIAMSON HAYNES. 

For Treasurer. 
ARTHUR LORD. 

For Librarian. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 

For Cabinet- Keeper. 
GRENVILLE HOWL AND NORCROSS. 

For Members at Large of the Council. 
THOMAS LEONARD LIVERMORE. 
SAMUEL SAVAGE SHAW. 
NATHANIEL PAINE. 
EDWARD H. HALL. 
ROGER B. MERRIMAN. 

Dr. Green having been elected to two offices, Mr. Melville 
M. Bigelow was, on motion of Mr. Livermore, elected an 
additional member of the Council, in order that that body- 
should be composed of thirteen individual members. 

Mr. Albert B. Hart called attention to the fact that Mr. 
Charles C. Smith had declined a re-election as Treasurer after 
a faithful service of thirty years in that office, and spoke of 
the great obligation of the Society to Mr. Smith for his de- 
votion to its interests and for his promotion of those interests 
in many ways. On motion of Mr. Hart, seconded by Mr. 
William R. Thayer, the President was requested to prepare a 
minute, to be presented at the next meeting, expressive of the 
indebtedness of the Society to Mr. Smith, and its gratitude 
toward him. 

Hon. JohnD. Long read the following paper, which elicited 
interesting recollections and remarks from the President, 
and Messrs. Melville M. Bigelow, William R. Thayer, 
William W. Goodwin, Henry W. Haynes, and A. B. Hart. 

On a Reference to W. H. Seward in Carl Schurz's 
Reminiscences. 

I suppose nothing is more generally recognized, not by the 
large body of the unthinking, but by those who have given the 
matter consideration, than the worthlessness of the details of 
much historical or biographical statement — especially so far 

5 
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as these are applied to the estimate of personal character and 
motive. It is not within human ability to state the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, except in cases so 
exceptionally rare, and limited to such an immediate and 
circumscribed circle that they only prove the rule. It is for 
this reason that the law, which in its system is the highest 
mark of common sense, excludes hearsay testimony and also 
oral evidence when written can be had ; that it hears both 
sides and abhors an ex parte statement; and that till recent 
years it excluded the testimony of any witness having an inter- 
est, however small, in the issue in hand, and now permits this 
only on the ground, which is a very shaky one, that court and 
jury can make proper discount for human bias and selfishness. 
For this reason also the law requires that every witness be 
subject to the most searching cross-examination, without 
which I doubt whether, under her searching questioning, any 
member even of this eminent body is believed by his wife or 
whether he accepts any statement made by a member of his 
own family. And even with all these safeguards the verdict — 
verum dictum — of a legal tribunal often belies its name and 
does not always tell the truth. 

And yet the moment we pass out of the court of law and 
enter the unrestricted public domain of free and unquestioned 
speech, we accept what we hear said or read written, often as 
if it were gospel truth. Every day every public man is likely 
to find a statement about himself in the daily newspaper, 
nothing more it may be than where he missed a railroad train 
or ate his lunch, and of course he invariably finds it incorrect. 
And yet the same man accepts any newspaper item about other 
people as something to be relied on. And these items become, 
to some extent, the staple of biography and history, and to 
a still greater extent the coloring of the pictures of the men 
whose history or biography is told. 

Nobody to-day knows what were the facts about the attitude 
of Fitz-John Porter toward his commander-in-chief, General 
Pope, and in the nebulous mass of statement and gossip and 
interested assertion in which the truth is now left, it never 
can be ascertained. Who was right about the Confederate 
charge at Gettysburg, Lee or Longstreet ? Nobody will ever 
know, just as nobody will ever know the truth about Judas 
Iscariot. The narratives of Herodotus or Livy or Caesar fur- 
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nish no trustworthy evidence on which the motive or conduct 
of Greek or Persian, Roman or Gaul, can be justly judged. 
Cicero's word is only that of a partisan advocate. Even our 
Mr. Rhodes, a very truth-seeker and the fairest-intentioned of 
recent historians, writes like a lawyer arguing for a defendant 
when he discusses his old neighbor Garfield's connection with 
the Credit Mobilier investigation. Cromwell and Napoleon 
are each any number of creatures, devils or gods, according to 
the angle at which this or that critic has happened to adjust 
the camera in which he took their photographs. 

No man can clarify his writing so entirely from his own 
mental phases that they will not tinge the stream of his state- 
ment. There has never yet therefore been such a statement 
so limpid that the eye could see through it, as through a glass 
absolutely transparent, to the pebbles of fact at the bottom, 
revealing them unrefracted and in their exact dimensions, 
proportions, and relations. So much is always the phraseology 
affected by the personality of the writer with reference, not 
only to the verbal form but to the subject matter treatment, 
that we say it is " his style." Read a page without giving 
the name of the author, and the scholarly listener will say at 
once, Why, that is Macaulay, Carlisle, or John C. Ropes, or 
Charles Francis Adams, or, peradventure, Theodore Roosevelt. 

Then, too, there is always the fatal desire to be interesting, 
— a desire which sometimes snatches at gossip just as bias 
snatches at a straw. 

In short, statements of historical facts are to be taken with 
a grain of salt, too many with the largest dose, and the per- 
sonages of histoiy are in too large part the misty figures of 
exaggeration or depreciation or gossip. We indulge in the 
pleasing fallacy, which we so often hear expressed, that true 
history can only be written after a lapse of years. Really that 
is only another way of saying that a century or two will 
swallow into oblivion most of the fables, and that those which 
are toughest and therefore survive will be adopted as the truth. 

But I was not intending to enlarge on this familiar line. 
My purpose is rather to refer to an instance of its working 
which occurred to me, not as a special admirer of Mr. Seward, 
but as a reader of contemporaneous magazine literature. I 
refer to that chapter in Carl Schurz's autobiographical remi- 
niscences in which he refers to Mr. Seward, Very handsomely 
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Schurz, narrating that Mr. Seward objected to giving Schurz 
the mission to Spain notwithstanding the latter's splendid 
services during the Lincoln electoral campaign, says that Mr. 
Seward was right in his view in this respect, and that on good 
diplomatic grounds it was not wise to send to one European 
court a man who had just escaped from the penalties of insur- 
gency and rebellion against another. But, pn the other hand, 
and upon the same page, rather pettishly and unfairly I think, 
Mr. Schurz repeats at length and makes it forever a reflection 
upon Mr. Seward, an undoubtedly unjust fling, charging the 
latter not only with self-conceit, but with petulant contempt 
of President Lincoln. It seems that Lincoln insisted upon 
Schurz's appointment, and the statement of Schurz to which I 
refer is as follows : 

" When Mr. Lincoln took so peremptory a stand, Mr. Seward at 
last yielded, but not with good grace. Indeed the matter gave him 
occasion for a singular display of temper. One day Mr. Potter, 
accompanied by another Republican member of Congress from Wis- 
consin [where Mr. Schurz was then living], discussed the subject with 
Mr. Seward in his office at the State Department, and incidentally 
[note the word " incidentally," when of course the evident object of 
their interview was to press this candidacy] remarked that the failure 
to bestow such a distinction upon me would be a severe disappointment 
to a good many people. [It is interesting to note here that Mr. 
Schurz falls into the usual self-complacency of saying other people and 
not himself. The best of us when looking for an office always use the 
formula that it is our " friends " who insist on our candidacy and who 
will be unhappy if it is unsuccessful.] At this Mr. Seward jumped up 
from his chair, paced the floor excitedly, and exclaimed, ' Disappoint- 
ment ! You speak to me of disappointment ! To me who was justly 
entitled to the Republican nomination for the presidency and who had to 
stand aside and see it given to a little Illinois lawyer ! You speak to 
me of disappointment ! ' " 

In the first place is the improbability that Mr. Seward, who 
was not a fool, who had just come into Lincoln's Cabinet, and 
who knew that his success there must largely depend upon his 
good relation with his chief, would, in the presence of two 
Western members of Congress, make a stinging personal attack 
on Lincoln, knowing that it would be repeated to Schurz and 
to everybody else, after the manner of men who all dearly 
love to circulate an ill-natured remark. 
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In the next place the thing is hearsay, and hearsay in the 
third degree. Schurz reports what he heard Potter say that 
Potter had heard Seward say. It is not pretended that any 
one of the parties wrote then and there what he heard. It is 
an attempt some time afterwards to put in writing what had 
been oral badinage and sword play between an office-seeker 
and an office-distributer. Indeed I think it does not appear 
to have ever been put in writing prior to the writing of Mr. 
Schurz's Reminiscences, — almost half a century later. Then, 
too, the truth of a conversation is not more in its words than in 
the manner and tone and facial expression and gesticulation 
of the speaker. The word "indeed" can be pronounced in 
four or five different ways, like the Japanese " yen," so as to 
convey four or five meanings, some of them exactly contrary 
one to another. It can mean assent ; it can mean dissent. 

Such testimony would not be taken in the lowest court of 
law in the pettiest case or to determine a question of property 
to the extent of a dollar and a half, and yet it will go into 
future history to affect and impair the character and reputation 
for all time of a distinguished American statesman. 

Then, too, Seward's words are put into the oratio directa 
form, which is always suspicious. He is quoted verbatim, 
word for word. But it is rare that any one man can, with 
exactness, state even the substance of the statement of another 
or reproduce the gesture, look, and manner which accompanied 
it and are a part of it. Still more true it is that no man can 
repeat the exact words of another, spoken only once and in 
hasty conversation, and not listened to with a view of memo- 
rizing them, if they exceed a dozen words. For instance, no 
person here listening to me can now, after a lapse of the five 
or six minutes since I began, repeat verbatim the first forty- 
five words I spoke in opening this paper, even if at that time 
he attempted to memorize them. Or even the last forty-five 
words I have just uttered. I say forty-five words, because 
that is the number in the quotation from Mr. Schurz to which 
I am referring. I do not believe that any one here can repeat 
the forty-five words of that quotation, although I have just 
called special attention to them and all of you probably 
recently read them in the magazine. 

The language imputed to Seward, even if correct, as of 
course it is not, is under the circumstances more consistent 
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with joke, playfulness, or the politician's method of indirectly 
and evasively elbowing off a teasing Congressman than it is 
with a serious statement. The two Congressmen who heard 
it, coming away not in the most kindly frame of mind towards 
Mr. Seward, who had thrown cold water on their request, 
obliged to repeat to Mr. Schurz their failure and naturally 
swift to shift the blame for it on somebody else than them- 
selves, could easily give the reply of Mr. Seward any color or 
phraseology that suited them ; and of course the most offensive 
would suit them best. They might have said, u The old man 
was mad as a hatter, and damned you and the Republican 
convention that did n't nominate him. He went for old Abe 
and called him an Illinois county pettifogger." On the other 
hand, if Mr. Seward had at once complied with their demand, 
they would very likely have used the following language : 
" When we told Seward that you would be disappointed if you 
do not get the Spanish mission, he rose from his chair and was 
very warm and cordial and jolly. He walked up to us and said, 
6 Oh, in politics you know we all have our disappointments. 
The only sensible way is to take them philosophically. I had 
a pretty severe disappointment myself. A week before the 
convention everybody would have said that I was sure of 
the presidential nomination. Mr. Lincoln was little known 
outside Illinois. As a lawyer he was not at the head of the 
bar of his own State, and I don't know that he ever argued a 
case before the Supreme Court of the United States. But we 
underestimated him. He laid me out flat on my back. Here 
I am one of his Cabinet. But what a fool I should be to talk 
about disappointment ! ' " 

And finally, it is mighty unfair to put words — words that 
belittle the man to whom they are imputed — into the mouth 
of an absent fellow mortal who cannot correct their import or 
cross-examine the relater — especially in the mouth of a dead 
man whose lips are sealed forever. In this instance Mr. 
Seward has not been heard. Suppose, when Potter made his 
report to Schurz it had been reported back to Mr. Seward. 
Would it not be interesting to hear his version of the conversa- 
tion ? Or if it be said that he was an interested party, though 
he was not more interested than Potter or Schurz, would it 
not be interesting to hear the version of any other person who 
was present, and it is probable that other persons, even if only 
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some clerk, were there ? In that case what do you think 
would become of this whole story? It would explode like an 
iridescent bubble, whereas it will henceforth be part of the 
bed rock of what we call history, confirmed by the justly great 
authority of Carl Schurz. Our children, summing up Mr. 
Seward, will say that he was a great figure, identified with 
the critical era of the antislavery reform, but that after all 
there was a mean streak in him ; he could not control his 
temper, he was jealous of Lincoln and stabbed him in the 
back whenever he got a chance. 

If Mr. Schurz, who was a high-minded man, had thought 
twice, he would not have retained this item, or, if he had, 
would have blue-pencilled the printer's proof of it. 

Now, to anticipate the very proper comment that may well 
be made on what I said at the beginning, if it be worthy of 
any comment at all, sight is not to be lost of the weighty fact 
and inestimable value of the new spirit of historical criticism, 
study, and writing. More than ever before it now sifts its 
material and runs it to the roots. It discards the rubbish. It 
searches for the truth and not for the show of things. It is at 
once the purpose and product of such a society as this. It 
cannot attain perfection. Human nature is too subtle in its 
tortuosities, and prejudice and bias are too inherent in it for 
that attainment. But it is true that its standard at least is 
now the standard of the truth. Veritas is the soul, if not the 
motto, of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and the modern 
historian is judged by his failure or success, not in reaching 
the absolute truth, but in approaching it. 

Mr. Edward Stanwood read the following paper: 

An Anticipation of the Monroe Doctrine. 

Probably no two publicists would agree upon the exact 
terms of a definition of the Monroe doctrine. They have the 
same difficulty that is experienced when one attempts to ex- 
press in phrases that will be generally accepted the powers of 
the national government under the Constitution, and the limit 
of those powers. Like the Constitution as interpreted at 
different times and by men of diverse political opinions, the 
Monroe doctrine as we know it to-day is an evolution. In its 
original form it was nothing more than the expression of an 
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opinion, of a statement, of the attitude of the national mind 
toward an enterprise which was supposed to be contemplated 
by the Holy Alliance. The President told Congress and the 
world that although we had not interfered and should not 
interfere with any existing European possessions on American 
soils, this country would regard an attempt on the part of the 
powers of Europe " to extend their system to any portion of 
this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety " ; also 
that we should consider it as an unfriendly act if those powers 
were to interpose for the purpose of oppressing or otherwise 
controlling the destiny of the newly formed republics. That 
was all. There was no threat of physical opposition to either 
measure. Merely, if certain powers should perform certain 
acts we should not like it. 

But as the nation has grown in strength and in the con- 
sciousness of its power, the somewhat timid outgiving of 
Monroe has become a national rule of action, a principle which 
the country is ready to defend with the sword, if necessary. 
At the same time, although there is only a remote danger that 
any European power will attempt to extend its system to any 
portion of this hemisphere, and no danger at all that any two 
powers will combine to restore Spanish America to Spain, 
which was what Monroe had in mind when he spoke of 
oppressing them or controlling their destiny, the doctrine has 
been expanded and extended until it is now — in the view of 
the United States — a continental system. It is not inter- 
national law, as many writers undertake to prove, as though 
that were worth while, and do prove. It is, as I before re- 
marked, a rule of national action, which the government has a 
perfect right to adopt, — " without the advice or consent of 
any other nation," as our sixteen-to-one friends used to say of 
our right to re-establish bimetallism. 

The additions to the doctrine — and those additions have been 
made with quite as much authority as was behind the origi- 
nal promulgation — involve the self-imposed duty upon this 
country to resist the invasion of any of the independent 
countries of the continent by a European power with a pur- 
pose of territorial aggrandizement, and a consequent duty to 
require these countries to refrain from acts that would justify 
such invasion. 

There is another addition, which is not logically derivable 
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from the original Monroe doctrine, namely, that although we 
have not interfered and shall not interfere with existing 
European possessions in this hemisphere, we shall not tolerate 
the transfer of any such possession from one such power to 
another. No case has ever arisen that called for a formal ex- 
pression of national policy on this point, but public sentiment 
has been very decided whenever such a transfer has been 
rumored, — for example, when it was suggested that although 
Denmark would not sell its West Indian possessions to the 
United States, it might dispose of them to Germany, or to 
some other European power. 

But the earliest expression of opposition to such a transfer 
certainly antedated the Monroe doctrine by more than eighteen 
years. Probably the first time that it was ever enunciated 
was in April, 1805, by Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to 
James Bowdoin, which has just seen the light in the second 
volume of Bowdoin and Temple Papers recently published by 
this Society. 

Writing on April 27, 1805, to Mr. Bowdoin, who had lately 
been appointed minister at the Court of Spain, President 
Jefferson remarks upon the unsatisfactory condition of the 
relations between the United States and Spain, and adds, 
" We want nothing of hers : & we want no other nation to 
possess what is hers." It is but one clause of the sentence, 
the rest of which relates to the manner in which Spain had 
met our advances. But it is a distinct anticipation of one 
phase of the doctrine which was not evolved from Monroe's 
principle until many years after the fear of the Holy Alliance 
had disappeared. Monroe went only so far as to say " we have 
not interfered and shall not interfere " with existing European 
possessions. His predecessor in the presidential chair thought 
the question out to the end. We not only do not want what 
is theirs ; we shall not allow other powers to take or to receive 
what is theirs. America for Americans ! 

Mr. Charles C. Smith communicated for Mr. Worthtngton 
C. Ford, of Washington, D. C, a Corresponding Member, 
copies of a large number of letters of James Cheetham, an 
English radical who escaped to this country in 1798, was 
editor of the u American Citizen," and died in New York in 
1810, at the age of thirty-seven. 

6 
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The position of James Cheetham as a political pamphleteer is 
too well known to require extended notice. The following 
letters, taken from the Jefferson Papers in the Library of 
Congress, describe the history of a very dull and pretentious 
volume, which still makes some figure in booksellers' cata- 
logues. For a " suppressed " work is supposed to be charged 
with matter dangerous to reputations, and the spice of the 
secret, the flavor of what cannot be spoken abroad, gives it a 
value far above its real merits. There was little to choose 
between the author of the History of the administration and 
James Cheetham. They were fair representatives of the polit- 
ical writers of the day. To show the continued relations 
existing between the President and the scribbler, I have added 
letters of a later date. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

American Citizen Office, 

New York, June 1, 1801. 

Sir, — We take the liberty of addressing you upon a subject highly 
interesting to our Country. We are placed in an important section of 
the United States as the guardians, in some degree, of the republican 
welfare of the Country. 

As republicans faithfully attached to the Constitution and the rights 
of the people, we feel considerable responsibility attached to our efforts ; 
but while we are sensible of this, we are not less so that there are 
different grounds on which we may be placed by the measures of gov- 
ernment, which will extend or curtail the power of rendering service to 
the cause in which we are engaged. 

There are no citizens who more highly value your tallents, your 
virtues and the republican services which you have rendered your 
Country, than ourselves — there are none who are more willing at the 
present moment to bestow confidence and just applause — none whose 
affections more anxiously include the idea of a successfull issue to the 
administration which the people and the Constitution have Committed 
to your charge. 

We wish to observe, however, that the people of this City and State 
look to the new administration with full Confidence for a thorough 
Change in the different offices, so as to exclude obnoxious characters, 
those who were enimical to the revolution, or have since become hostile 
to the Constitution and to the principles and progress of republican 
government. We wish respectfully to express to you our firm opinion 
that a measure of this sort is absolutely necessary to preserve that 
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republican majority in this State which has contributed so essentially 
towards placing you in that elevated situation which you now hold, 
and which has diffused universal Joy among the friends of liberty in 
every part of the Union. We have reason to be assured that Changes 
of a similar nature would be extremely useful in the Eastern States, 
whatever may be the Situation of the Southern part of the Country in 
this respect. 

Republican exertions will certainly be relaxed in this quarter if un- 
happily the people, ever be convinced that all their efforts to Change 
the Chief Magistrate, have produced no consequent effects in renovat- 
ing the subordinate Stations of our government ; — those changes are 
equally necessary to the preservation of that public Spirit which has 
Caused the Country once more to return to republican measures and 
republican men. 

If our anxiety upon this subject should ultimately appear premature 
the moment of its discovery would be a moment of satisfaction and 
pleasure to ourselves and our Citizens ; But we have reason to appre- 
hend from the Sources of information we possess, that the idea of a 
thorough change is not at present contemplated by the executive. In 
this business, however, Sir, we speak not from Considerations of per- 
sonal expectation — our first wish is the preservation of liberty and our 
Country, and in no shape whatever is this letter dictated by views in- 
cluding appointments to any office in the power of the Executive to 
bestow. 

We have spoken with the freedom which we believe best Comports 
with our duty and which we also believe fully accords with your views 
Concerning the rights of free Citizens, which the labours of your life 
have so eminently Contributed to establish. 

Our Solicitude for the preservation of the Constitution, which we 
conceive happily Confided to your Care, for the welfare and Celebrity 
of your administration, to which we will zealously Contribute our sup- 
port, and for the Continuation of that affection which our republican 
Citizens have long, and we think justly placed in you, must be our 
apology for this letter. 

We are with sentiments of respect your friends, 

Denniston & Cheetham. 

New York, June 12 th 1801. 

Sir, — We have received with much pleasure your obliging favour 
of the 6th. Inst., and feel ourselves no less indebted for the Candid and 
very friendly manner in which you have been pleased to address us 
than for the disclosure of your views. To preserve public liberty and 
unite the great body of American Citizens into one mass is no less salu- 
tary than just. And permit us to add that the eminent Services you 
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have rendered our Country and the just Sentiments you have never 
ceased to advocate evince that your conduct through a long and valu- 
able life has been regulated by these equitable principles. 

While we reiterate a renounciation of personal views, in obedience to 
your solicitation and our duty we request your attention to two public 
officers in this City, who in our estimation, are peculiarly obnoxious to 
our Citizens. 

When Tyranny is exercised by any, but particularly by those who 
were opposed to our revolution, the real friends of liberty, those who 
fought and suffered in our memorable Conflict for Independence, behold 
it with mortification and regret. 

Mr. Rogers, 1 the naval officer in our Custom-house, was employed 
during our revolution in the British Court of admiralty in this City. 
Of this we will transmit to you, if required, satisfactory testimony. We 
know that men are frequently Converted from wrong to right Senti- 
ments on all Subjects ; but the opinions of Mr. Rogers are the same 
now they were when in the Service of the British King. Mr. Sands 2 
Collector of Customs co-operates with Mr. Rogers in all his views, and 
his sentiments and conduct are no less objectionable to our Citizens 
than destructive of our liberty. He threatened to dismiss one of his 
Clerks immediately after the important election of 1800, for voting for, 
and advocating the Cause of Republicanism ; and we know that nothing 
but the astonishing and instantaneous effect produced by that election 
prevented it. Their Stations confer an immense influence, which in 
their hands is extremely injurious to the Constitution. 

We mention those men in particular since their removal from office 
is ardently desired by our Citizens, and would, we are convinced, effect- 
ually crush any opposition here, which might otherwise arise on this 
Subject, and of which a Certain Party here would avail themselves to 
further their own views of aggrandizement, and render your adminis- 
tration, if possible, unpopular. 

We have no particular men in view whom we wish to be appointed 
to the two offices, c*ur desire, with that of our fellow Citizens, only 
is that they be filled with Republicans. 

We see with regret the Difficulty under which the executive must 
labour for want of Correct information of the various characters in the 
Union solicitous for office. This may sometimes lead you into involun- 
tary error. It will ever be the lot of men elevated to that high and 
responsible Station. But we rejoice that we have an executive anxious 
to lessen this unavoidable evil by a desire of receiving information from 

1 Richard Rogers, appointed by Washington in February, 1797, vice Ben 
Walker, resigned. 

2 Joshua Sands, appointed by John Adams in May, 1797, vice John Lamb, 
dismissed. 
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the meanest Citizen in the States on Subjects in which its welfare is 
involved. 

Be assured, Sir, that our exertions shall not be wanting to procure 
and to Communicate dispassionately all the information which we may 
deem to be of the smallest utility. 

Accept the tender of our Services and respect, 

Denniston & Cheetham. 



New York October 22** 1801. 

Sir, — Much noise has been made Concerning the report of your 
having ordered M r Dallas to enter a Nolle Prosequi in the suit against 
M r Duane commenced by your predecessor on the behalf of the Senate 
of the United States. An inflamatory essay which appeared in the 
Gazette of the United States, on the unconstitutionality of the act, under 
the Signature of Juris Consultus has been republished in most of our 
federal prints, and has excited a little disquietude even in the minds of 
some republicans not well acquainted with the nature of such a proceed- 
ing. No defence of it has yet been made in our Republican prints, and 
our Silence has been Construed by many really honest men into an 
acknowledgment that the act is neither Constitutional nor precedented. 
In both these points of view, after a full examination of the Subject, 
we are wholly satisfied, that if a Nolle Prosequi was ordered by you to 
be entered, it is neither unprecedented nor in our opinion unconstitu- 
tional. We are Determined, however, to defend your measures while 
they appear to us, as they have hitherto done, not only Constitutional 
and just, but highly Commendable. We value the principle which 
raised you to the Chief Magistracy of the Union, and on which you act, 
too highly not to exert ourselves in the Defence of measures Compatible 
with it. We are solicitous to write a few essays on the Subject here 
adverted to. But we are wanting in information respecting it. We 
wish to be informed whether the Nolle Prosequi was ordered to be 
entered in the Case mentioned, and if so on what ground? We are 
aware of the Delicacy of asking this information from you. But we 
are persuaded that it Cannot come from a purer and more enlightened 
Source. Should you think the request not incompatible with your 
high political Station, the earlier you impart to us the information, the 
more acceptable it will be. At all events we shall defend the act, but 
our Defence will not be so Complete without the Information as 
with it. 

We beg pardon for troubling you with so long a letter. 
We are sincerely your devouted friends, 

Denniston & Cheetham. 
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^Washington, Dec. 10, 1801J 
To the President : 

I Called on Mr. Madison yesterday but he was too indisposed to be 
seen. I shall Return to New York by the Mail in the morning. And 
lest I should not have an opertunity of seeing Mr. Madison During my 
stay, I have Committed to writing what I had to say to him Concern- 
ing the Subject on which I had the honor of speaking with you the 
other night. 

If you have taken a copy of the note written by Mr. Clinton I shall 
be much obliged to you for the original when Convenient- I board at 
Mr. Stille's. But if not Convenient while I stay you will be pleased 
to transmit it to me at New York. 

[No signature.] 1 

Some account of the plans and views of aggrandizement of a faction 
in the City of New York, Respectfully Submitted to the Consideration 
of the President of the United States. 

I became personally acquainted with Mr. Burr at the Election of the 
City and County of New York, for members of the State Legislature, in 
April, 1800. The part I took in that Election, attracted the attention 
of Mr. Burr, whose well laid plans Did not a little Contribute to its 
success. This acquaintance, thus formed, Continued to increase, untill 
my attachment, as I supposed, to the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth, and my exertions in Conjunction with those of my fellow Citi- 
zens to bring about the present change in our affairs, obtained for me 
much of the Confidence, and, I have reason to believe, of the esteem of 
Mr. Burr. Few events occurred in the union, from our State Election 
in 1800, until some months after the 4th March, 1801, however secret, 
with which I was not made acquainted by Mr. Burr. During this time, 
though I was not Ignorant of the Suspicions entertained of Mr. Burr's 
views by many of our best informed and most honest Citizens, *I per- 
ceived nothing in the general tenor of his Conduct that manifested 
intentions incompatible with the liberty of the Country, or the wishes 
of its Citizens. The first event which gave me occasion to question the 
Justice of Mr. Burr's views was the Presidential Election. In the 
general Conduct of Mr. Burr in that Election, I saw much to regret. 
It is not necessary to say a word Respecting the wishes of the people 
on the Choice of the Chief-magistrate — they were too evident to be 
misunderstood by the sound and faithful politician. But the intention 
of Mr. Burr to set aside those wishes, by raising himself to an eminence 
to which he was not Destined by the voice of the Union was too pal- 
pably manifested to me — not by words, but by actions less ambiguous 

1 The date is endorsed by Jefferson. 
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— to admit of a Doubt. If it be asked upon what foundation these 
bold assertions are made ? I answer, upon interviews which I had with 
Mr. Burr every Day During that pending and important Crisis, together 
with a Combination of Circumstances which left no Doubt in my mind 
of his intentions. 

In the State of New York the appointment of Mr. Lispenard to the 
important function of Elector was, there can be no Doubt, a result of 
the exclusive arrangement of Mr. Burr. Mr. Lispenard is a Citizen of 
much influence in the Sixth Ward, the most Republican one in the 
City and County of New York. He is a Republican ; and his attach- 
ment to the Cause cannot, perhaps, otherwise be doubted, than as he is 
Connected with, and wholly Devoted to, the views of Mr. Burr, which 
I with many other persons, think hostile to it. This entire Devotion, 
from the very warm friendship which mutually subsisted at the time 
between Mr. Lispenard and Mr. Burr, could not have been unknown 
to the latter. And Mr. Burr's being a member of the Legislature at 
the time the Electors were chosen, secured, there is every reason to 
believe, the appointment of Mr. Lispenard to accomplish personal and 
of course private views. 

Much mischief was apprehended by a few of our well meaning and 
Discerning Citizens from the blind attachment of Mr. Lispenard to 
Mr. Burr. Among this class of Citizens, Mr. De Witt Clinton stood in 
the foremost rank. This Citizen, suspecting some foul play, took the 
liberty to question Mr. Lispenard, previous to the meeting of the 
Electors, Respecting the persons for whom he himself was elected to 
vote. Mr. Clinton hinted at a report which prevailed in the best in- 
formed political circles, that some of the electors meant to Drop Mr. 
Jefferson : but that all of them intended to vote for Mr. Burr. This 
was in the presence of many of the electors who were Dining, if I 
mistake not, at Mr. Edward Livingston's. They all, however, promptly 
Declared their determination to vote for the two Candidates, except 
Mr. Lispenard who remained silent ! This Statement was related to 
me by Mr. De Witt Clinton, and there can be no Doubt of its being 
Correct. 

This silence, however, was of use. Justly apprehending mischievous 
effects from the Connection between Mr. Lispenard and Mr. Burr ; 
and anticipating, from the undue attachment of the former to the latter, 
a Contravention of the wishes of the Country in the election of the 
President, Mr. De Witt Clinton attended the meeting of the electors ; 
but previously suggested to Dr. Ledyard, one of the electors, a friend 
of Mr. Clinton and of liberty, to propose to the electors to shew to each 
other their ballots anterior to their being Deposited in the ballot Box. 
This was accordingly proposed and readily assented to by every one of 
the electors but Mr. Lispenard, who hesitated. But finding his Col- 



48 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

leagues so unanimous and pertinacious in their Determination, he at 
length agreed to the proposition. 

During the Contest in the house of Representatives, Mr. Lispenard, 
however, asserted, that if he had known the two Candidates would have 
had an equal number of votes he would have Dropped Mr. Jefferson. 

In this manner Mr. Burr's views were Defeated in the State of New 
York. 

Afterwards Mr. Burr went himself to Rhode-Island to electioneer, as 
was generally supposed, in behalf of himself. On his Return he De- 
spatched Col. [Marinus] Willet to Rhode-Island to complete what he 
had begun. This Gentleman is a partizan of Mr. Burr. With the 
result of both those expeditions the President is Doubtless acquainted. 

At the Seat of Government of S. Carolina Mr. Burr had a secret 
agency, Mr. Timothy Greene, now an Attorney in New York. For 
several weeks, Mr. Greene wrote to Mr. Burr by every Postuntill the 
Carolina votes were given. Mr. Greene's letters were Directed to 
Mr. John Swartwout, a strong partisan, and a Confidential friend 
of Mr. Burr, to avoid Suspicion, and were by him Conveyed to Mr. 
Burr. Mr. Burr often mentioned to me the letters he received from 
Mr. Greene, but never permitted me to see their Contents. 

It is not necessary for me to Depict the Conduct of Mr. Burr from 
the giving of the electoral votes in S. Carolina untill the happy termina- 
tion of the Contest in the house of Representatives. The President 
cannot be unacquainted with it. 

In May last I entered into partnership with Mr. David Denniston, 
who was before that time the sole proprietor of the American Citizen. 
Mr. Denniston is nearly related by blood to Governor Clinton. This 
paper Mr. Burr wished to suppress. What his real motives were for 
wishing to suppress it, we are left to conjecture, but his avowed one 
was its lak [sic~\ of ability. Mr. Burr heard that I was about to enter 
into partnership with Mr. Denniston, and to take upon myself the 
Editorship of the paper. He accordingly sent for me, advised me to 
commence a new paper myself, and to have nothing to do with Mr. 
Denniston ; assuring me that Mr. Denniston's might be easily suppressed, 
and offering to obtain for me one thousand Subscribers. He added that 
now (meaning that now he was Vice-President of the United States) 
he wished to have a paper under his partronage. The offer was De- 
clined, and I entered into partnership with Mr. Denniston. 

Still, however, our intimacy Continued ; Mr. Denniston and myself 
concluding that it might be well to develop the plans of Mr. Burr, that 
we might be prepared for every Contingency that might arise. Nor did 
Mr. Burr long conceal what he thought prudent to unfold, and he un- 
folded sufficient to Demonstrate his views. Early in May he began to 
express his Dislike of the administration. He said that much was 
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expected from the administration of Mr. Jefferson, but little had been 
Done. No Removals had been made but such as he had pointed out 
and almost Demanded. And that had it not been for his importuning 
the President untill he was himself both tired and Disgusted not a single 
Removal would have been made in the State of New York. This lan- 
guage was propagated with great freedom in the City by his runners, 
Mr. Matthew L. Davis, and David Gelston, now Collector of the Port. 
The office conferred upon Mr. Gelston has, however, silenced him. 
The usual iutimacy and correspondence, nevertheless, is still kept up 
between Mr. Burr and himself, and he is as much devoted to him as 
ever. But he is now, externally, mute. It is not so, however, with 
Mr. Davis. He is exceedingly clamorous and loquacious. And he is so 
very intimate with Mr. Burr, and so well known to be at his Command ; 
and withal, so perfectly Destitute of an independent mind, that, what- 
ever sentiments he utters against the present administration, and he ex- 
presses many, they are generally suspected of coming originally from 
Mr. Burr, and I believe very justly. Mr. Swartwout, Mr. William P. 
Van Ness, and Mr. Timothy Greene, of New York, are also agents of 
Mr. Burr, and entirely Devoted to him. Indeed Mr. Swartwout and 
Mr. Gelston are given to understand by Mr. Burr, and I know them to 
be of opinion, that they owe their offices to him. 

These sentiments of Dislike of the present administration, Mr. Burr 
expressed in copious Streams to every person who visited him, and with 
whom he could converse with any Degree of Confidence ; but to none, 
perhaps, more than to myself. For, as I have before observed, I was 
desirous of fathoming the intriguing and inexplicable man as far as I 
could without Dishonoring myself by a palpable expectation of entering 
into his views, or of being guilty of Dereliction of my own sentiments. 
He was Sollicitous, not indeed in Definite words, but in a manner suffi- 
ciently clear to be understood, for us to commence an open but mild 
opposition to the administration. But this we did not nor will not do, 
unless, indeed, we should find in the acts of the administration, an une- 
quivocal and systematic Design, as in the one which preceded the present, 
to violate the Constitution, which is by no means expected in the acts 
of him who now fills the Presidential Chair. But when Mr. Barnes x 
was appointed District Judge of Rhode Island, Mr. Burr was outrageous. 
In a Conversation which I had with him on the subject of the appointment, 
he laid hold, in great warmth, of two letters which lay upon his table, 
and said that one was from Governor Fenner of Rhode Island, and the 
other from one of the most influential Characters in that State, in both 
of which great indignation, he said, was expressed at the appointment, 
and that the writers added, that such was the Dissatisfaction of the Citi- 
zens of that State on account of the appointment, as well as the general 

1 David Leonard Barnes, nominated January 6, 1802. 
7 



50 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

tenor of the President's Conduct, that were he to be elected at the mo- 
ment he would not have a single vote in the State. Mr. Burr added 
that he wondered that the Republican papers Did not notice these things. 
He enquired whether any thing was said in them on the Subject. And 
among others he mentioned the Albany Register, the Aurora, the Boston 
Chronicle, the Richmond Examiner and the Baltimore American. 1 

Immediately after the appointment of Mr. Barnes, Mr. Linn 2 was 
appointed to the office of Superviser for the District of New Jersey. 
This appointment was loudly and openly reprobated by Mr. Davis and 
the rest of the faction, but particularly by those whose names were 
above mentioned. They said it was in vain any longer to conceal the 
facts concerning this appointment and a few others connected with it. 
They stated that the election of Mr. Jefferson was the result of a Com- 
promise, which they said was of the following nature. That Mr. Linn 
was known in Congress to be a trimmer. That on the vote for the 
appropriation to carry into effect the British Treaty, Mr. Theodorus 
Bailey of New York abandoned the Republicans. That consequently 
no reliance could be placed on the promise of those two Gentlemen to 
give their votes for Mr. Jefferson. It was therefore expected by the 
Republicans that after voting three or four times in the house, they would 
become alarmed, join the federalists, and vote for Mr. Burr. Mr. 
Edward Livingston, they still say, was also suspected, but from what 
cause I know not, as he has always signalized himself as an inflexible 
Republican. To prevent these three Gentlemen's voting with the 
Federalists, and there by Defeating the election of Mr. Jefferson, they 
have liberally Disseminated the story that the confidential friends of 
Mr. Jefferson informed them, in a caucus that was held for the purpose, 
that if they would continue to vote for Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Linn should 
be appointed to the office he now holds, that Mr. Livingston should be 
made District Attorney of New York, and that Mr. Bailey should be 
appointed Naval officer in the Custom-house of New York. The ap- 
pointment of the two former is a Confirmation, they say, of the Com- 
promise which, they boldly assert took place. Mr. Bailey has not been 
appointed according to promise, they add, because Mr. Davis was so 
powerfully recommended by Mr. Burr and his friends for the same 
office, and Mr. Jefferson was thrown into such a Dilemma thereby, 
that, rather than arouse the indignation of Mr. Burr and his friends by 
the appointment of Mr. Bailey, he chose to keep Mr. Rogers 8 in office ; 

i These papers were under the following management : The Albany Register, 
of John Barber ; the Philadelphia Aurora, of William Duane ; the Boston Chron- 
icle, of Adams and Rhoades ; the Richmond Enquirer, of Thomas Ritchie, and 
the Baltimore American, of Alexander Martin. 

2 James Lynn, nominated January 6, 1802, vice A. Dunham, removed. 

3 Richard Rogers, nominated by President Washington, February 17, 1797. 



1907.] LETTERS OF JAMES CHEETHAM. 51 

and has thus been guilty of a breach of faith toward Mr. Bailey. That 
this story came originally from Mr. Burr to these persons I am convinced. 
Since, independent of what these unprincipled men say even in the 
public streets on this subject, Mr. Burr mentioned it to me as a fact in 
the early part of last August, from which time I have not spoken with 
him on any subject. 

Thus far I have spoken of the means employed by Mr. Burr and his 
panders. The end is obvious. It is to bring the present administration 
into disrepute, and thereby to place Mr. Burr in the Presidential Chair 
— a thing Devoutly to be Deprecated. 

This little faction, which appears to be rapidly increasing in the city 
of New York, becomes more and more alarming, and more and more 
audacious every Day. It is, however, happily Confined to the City of 
New York, with very few exceptions. Such as those pointed out in 
the note of Mr. De Witt Clinton. The means of averting the menaced 
storm are in the hands of the federal Legislature, and with which the 
executive is well acquainted. 

My duty to freedom and the Constitution has induced me to pen this 
brief statement and to submit it to your Excellency's Consideration. 
Extraordinary enterprises, whose known objects are Dishonorable and 
unjust, call for Commensurate means of counteraction. And I am 
sensible that nothing but the nature of the case could warrant my 
penning the Contents of this paper. If it should happen, however, to 
be of service to the general cause, I have my reward. 

You are at liberty to make such use of this paper as in your wisdom 

you may Deem meet. 

Accept my sincere friendship. 

James Cheetham. 
Washington, December 10, 1801. 

New York, Dec r 29th, 1801. 
Sir, — The history of the administration of John Adams, late Presi- 
dent of the United States, written by John Wood, of this city, will, in 
all probability, be suppressed. It was printed and ready for sale when 
I returned from Washington. The persons engaged in its suppression 
are those whose plans I in some Degree unfolded to you During my stay 
in Washington. Their motives for suppressing it are not yet completely 
Developed ; but they are sufficiently understood to convince us that they 
are not the most honorable. The work is Republican ; and why Re- 
publicans should be bolicitous to suppress it, is enigmatical. One of the 
avowed reasons is that it contains remarks Calculated to offend many of 
the federalists, from which and many other Circumstances it is inferred 
that to form a Coalition with them at a suitable time is in Contemplation. 
It will be finally Determined this night whether the work will be sup- 
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pressed or not. The publishers (in whose hands the work is, and who 
employed Mr. Wood to write it) have acceded to the proposition of the 
faction to give $1100 for its suppression. If the money be paid to- 
night according to promise, it will be Consigned to the flames, and 
Mr. Wood is to write another under the influence, it is supposed, of 
Mr. Burr. 

My friends think it would be Desirable to anticipate the intended new 
copy, by an impartial History of the administration of Mr. Adams, and 
by so Doing Defeat the views of the suppressors of the present one. 
But there are several Documents necessary to Connect events which can- 
not be had but from the Department of State. There is, perhaps, an in- 
timate Connection between the prominent measures of the latter part of 
the administration of General Washington and those of Mr. Adams. 
Perhaps General Washington began the System upon which Mr. Adams 
acted and which he matured. It might, in writing the History of the 
administration of Mr. Adams, be necessary, in order to " speak of things 
as they were," and to trace effects to their Causes, to go back to the ap- 
pointment of John Jay to negotiate the British Treaty, and to the 
subsequent and perhaps Consequent Denunciation of the self- Created 
Societies by General Washington. For this purpose, and in order to 
" command a view of the whole ground," the Secret instructions of Mr. 
Jay would be necessary. These are solicited ; and if you should not 
think it incompatible to give them, they will be received with much 
thankfulness. 

It would also be Desirable to know whether Mr. Jay received Com- 
pensation both as Chief Justice and Envoy During the negotiation ? It 
is supposed that he received pay as Chief Justice only, but I do not 
remember that this has been accurately ascertained. 

An answer to this as early as may be Convenient will be very 
acceptable. 

I am most sincerely your friend, 

James Cheetham. 

New York, January 30 th , 26 th year of American Indep. |_1802]. 

Sir, — Your favour is received : but on account of making the use of 
it which you required, and which you will perhaps recollect, we are not 
able to mention the date. We are sorry to give you so much trouble ; 
we are in some degree sensible of the arduousness of the high function 
you fill and of the multiplicity of business you have to attend to. And yet 
it may be necessary for us sometimes to Commune with you. We shall 
always feel a high satisfaction in receiving answers from you to our 
Communications; but whenever you shall find it convenient we will 
readily and Cheerfully dispense with them. 

We propose to give you a true and Corect narative of the suppression 
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of Wood's History of the Administration of Mr. John Adams. It shall 
be as Concise as possible. Perhaps it may not be without its use, to 
impart to you, previously, some information of Wood himself. 

Wood is by birth a Scotchman. It appears from Credible informa- 
tion, as well as from the title page of his " history of Switzerland," 
which was published at Edinburgh, that he was " Master of the Acad- 
emy established at Edinburgh by the honorable the board of trustees for 
the improvement of Arts in Scotland." He is a Good Mathematician, an 
, ellegant drawer, and a Complete master of the Greek, latin, and french 
languages. But he has no fixed principles in politics and in every re- 
spect he is a man of Great indecision and versatility. He was one of 
of the Edinburgh reviewers ; but he can write with as much pleasure 
and with as great facility in defence of monarchy as in that of Rep- 
resentative government like our own. His history of Switzerland 
(which from the scarcity of the work here you have probably not seen) 
abounds with Sentiments as monarchical and despotic as any contained 
in Burke's letters on the French revolution, or any other Anti- 
republican production. It was written in 1799. He has been in 
America abont eighteen months. By profession he is a republican : in 
action anything. We Confine this word, however, to his political acts; 
we know nothing of his private dealings that is Dishonorable to him. 
He was originally introduced to Mr. Burr as a teacher of languages and 
the Mathematics. He taught his daughter the greek and latin languages, 
and we believe something of Drawing. Since then M r Burr has been 
his friend. This friendship was no doubt Commenced on honorable 
Grounds. What will be its termination we will not pretend to predict. 
Mr. Wood was lured to write the history of the administration. He 
Contracted with Messrs. Barlas & Ward, Bookseller in this City to 
write an octavo volume of 500 pages for 200 Dollars. The work was 
written according to agreement, printed by Messrs. Barlas & Ward and 
according to Contract became their exclusive property. When the 
volume was ready for publication an Overture was made by Mr. Wood 
to Messrs. Barlas & Ward to purchase the whole edition for the pur- 
pose of entire Suppression. The basis of the negotiation was an offer 
to refund the net expences only of the edition. The poverty of Mr. 
Wood was however known to Messrs. Barlas & Ward, and of Course 
they refused to enter into a pecuniary agreement with him, the fullfill- 
ment of which were to rest on him alone. Mr. Wood was therefore 
under the necessity of unfolding the name of his employer and to gratify 
whom the proposition for suppression was made. Mr. Burr authorized 
Mr. Wood to say in writing, if required, that he would be responsible 
for the fulfilment of any agreement which Mr. Wood might enter into 
for the Suppression of the work. This was accordingly done by a 
letter written by Mr. Wood, which we have seen by permission of Mr. 
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Barlas. Various letters were exchanged Concerning the price of Sup- 
pression. 2000 Dollars were demanded by Messrs. Barlas & Ward ; 
1100 were ultimately agreed upon; and Mr. Wood specially author- 
ized by Mr. Burr consented to give it. In this transaction Wood was 
Considered as the representative of Mr. Burr. 

Secrecy was enjoined upon Messrs. Barlas & Ward. It was stated 
at the Commencement of the negociation that the proposition for Sup- 
pressing the work was not to be made known unless Mr. Burr should 
eventually recede from a mutual and final agreement. 

It was found difficult however to procure the 1100 Dollars which 
was agreed upon to be paid for the Suppression of the Edition. A 
Second overture was therefore made, to wit, that the sum should be 
paid partly in specie and partly in promisory notes with good indorsers. 
This was accepted, and a day appointed for a final Settlement. When 
the day arrived, however, even this mode of payment was found incon- 
venient. Procrastination ensued, and Messrs. Barlas & Ward became 
alarmed. Thus situated Mr. Barlas applied to several persons for 
advice, and amongst others, to ourselves. At first he spoke of the sub- 
ject with a degree of reserve incompatible with the objects of his enquiry. 
After two or three interviews, however, he opened his mind frankly 
and disclosed the whole scene. He related what we have here stated — 
and what we shall hereafter State. He was advised to obtain the 
stipulated sum if possible ; but if in the end he should find it impossible 
then to publish the work, as the only man left to indemnify himself 
for the expence of printing the edition. This was advised in contra- 
distinction to a proposition of his own, namely to sue Mr. Burr for the 
sum agreed upon. This we thought the best plan he Could pursue to 
secure the expence he had incurred in printing the edition. For owing 
to the Garrulity of Mr. Wood and several other Circumstances, the 
Suppression had become a matter of such notoriety as to form a Subject 
of Tavern Conversation. Of course it was Considered, and very justly 
too, by Mr. Barlas, that the Sale of the work was already materially 
injured. Wood was willing to declare on Oath that he was the Agent 
for Mr. Burr and that he ratified the agreement made by Wood with 
Barlas & Ward. Many hindrances, however, were found in the way 
of prosecution, and eventually Mr. Barlas Consented to wave it. In 
this suspence Barlas & Ward were kept six weeks, during which time 
the matter became more known to the public. At length Mr. Barlas 
applied to Mr. William Van Ness on the Subject, who has acted as a 
sort of private Secretary to Mr. Burr during the negociation. He 
requested Mr. Van Ness to write to Mr. Burr, who was then at Phila- 
delphia on his way to Washington, to know positively whether he in- 
tended to pay the money or not. Accordingly a letter was written by 
him and an answer received which simply stated that " if Mr. Barlas 
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looked to him for the money, he might look." This was accepted as a 
categorical refusal to fulfil the agreement. This answer delivered to 
them by Mr. Van Ness confounded Barlas & Ward. They became 
irresolute as Mr. Burr became imperious in refusing to Comply with 
the terms of the Contract. They at length half decided to prosecute 
him for the recovery of the 1100 Dollars. Accordingly accompanied 
by Mr. Wood they applied to Mr. Wortman,* Counsellor at Law for 
advice. Mr. Wood made a declaration in writing of his agency to 
accomplish the Suppression of the edition. This we have read. The 
purport of the Declaration is briefly this. That he was the agent of 
and employed by Mr. Burr to negociate with Mr. Barlas and Mr. 
Ward Concerning the Suppression of the History. That it was agreed 
to be Suppressed for 1100 Dollars according to instructions which he 
had received from Mr. Burr, and that Mr. Burr Consented to pay the 
money according to agreement. This declaration which is now in the 
hands of Mr. Wortman was not attested by Mr. Wood, but he expli- 
citly Declared that if called as an evidence into a Court of Justice he 
would there attest it. 

They, nevertheless, at length determined again to make application 
to Mr. Burr by letter before they had recourse to law. Accordingly 
Mr. Barlas wrote himself to Mr. Burr at Washington about a fortnight 
ago. He stated in his letter that if Mr. Burr would not comply with 
the agreement by paying the money within a given day he would publish 
the History and expose, in an appendix to it, the whole negotiation. 
He was of opinion that rather than Mr. Burr would suffer the part he 
had acted in the Scheme of Suppression to be exposed to the public, he 
would Instantly pay the money. No answer has been received to this 
letter. Nor Can we tell whether any will be. Such has been the ne- 
gociation, and such the train in which it now stands. 

You may be solicitous to know something of the Contents of this 
History which has been accompanied with so many singular incidents. 
We have been favoured by Mr. Barlas with the reading of it. We 
will give you as accurate a description of its Contents as memory will 
permit; it must however be very summary. 

It Consists of 508 pages divided in 15 Chapters. The first treats of 
the Causes of the election of Mr. Adams and of the political Sentiments 
advanced in his defence, as he sportingly terms it, of the American 
Constitutions. Mr. Wood occupies about half a page in delineating the 
Cause of his election. Respecting the sentiments Contained in his defence 
he says that they are those of Hume and Robertson on the Feudal sys- 

* Mr. Wortman is the author of the pamphlet we sent you a few days ago, 
signed " Lysander," of an octavo volume entitled " A treatise concerning political 
enquiry and the liberty of the press," and of several other tracts. He is personally 
acquainted with Mr. Gallatin and with the transactions here stated. 
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terns, and therefore by Confuting those two historians, on whose Senti- 
ments those of Mr. Adams are founded, he shall confute him also. In 
his observations on this part he exhibits great want of reading as well 
as of intellect. His observations are exceedingly loose and puerile, and 
such as a man well read, and possessed of Claims to sound argumentation 
would really be ashamed of. He has at least sixty pages of extracts 
from Callender's History of the United States, his Prospect before us 
&c. &C. 1 relative to Captures and adjudications of vessels. He has also 
many pages from the same author, giving descriptions of various politi- 
cal Characters in the Union. The whole sixteen letters of Mr. Jonathan 
Dayton to Mr. Childs Concerning land Speculations together with a bill 
in Chancery filed in this City by Childs against Dayton. These occupy 
about 30 pages. He treats of Logan's embassy to France, and inserts 
all the news paper publications that appeared on that Subject. The 
whole of the Speeches of Mr. Adams delivered while he was President. 
These occupy at least 40 pages of the History. He has also a few 
Childish Comments upon them — Your Speech to the Senate on your 
inauguration as Vice President. The letter of all the acts passed dur- 
ing Mr. Adams's administration. Biography of Mr. Adams taken from 
Morse's Geography. Biography of yourself taken principally from an 
European work Intitled " Public Characters," and from a pamphlet 
which appeared in Vindication of your Character before your election. 
Extracts from those two works take up about 18 or 20 pages. A short 
Character of Charles C. Pinckney of his own. A Biography of Mr. 
Burr taken principally from himself and from Governor Livingston's 
Character of his father, which Mr. Wood says is exactly applicable to 
that of his son ! Character of Hamilton, a view of his writings in and 
out of office. An account of our negociation with the Barbary powers, 
consisting of all the official documents published on that subject, to- 
gether with about half a page of his own. A Confused and indistinct 
account of ministration of Mr. Monroe at Paris, with a long narrative 
of an essay made by Mr. Adams while president to Convert tin into Sil- 
ver ! Character of Pickering taken from Newspapers. In short it is a 
mere Compilation totally uninteresting, and Cannot possibly be of any 
service to our Cause. It is Composed as a man would Compose a 
Work merely for pay : mindful only of the bulk, but regardless of the 
Contents of the volume. It is however in tone Decidedly republican 
and exceedingly severe on the federal members of Congress from 
new England as well as other conspicuous Federalists throughout the 
Union. 

Such then being the Character of the Work, it may probably be asked, 
what were the motives of Mr. Burr for attempting to purchase its Sup- 

1 For James Thomson Callender see my pamphlet containing his letters to 
Jefferson, printed in 18y7. 
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pression ? Here the business is wrapped in profound Mystery, and we 
are left entirely to Conjecture. It has been Intimated by Mr. Wood 
and supposed by Mr. Barlas, that Mr. Burr intends by degrees to form 
a Coalition with the federalists and feels a Correspondent desire to Crush 
publications that reflect upon the heads of that party. This, however, 
is Certain that many of those persons whom Mr. Cheetham described to 
you in the paper which he wrote at Washington have been most Cor- 
dially engaged in the attempt to suppress the History. It is generally 
supposed here, but particularly by those who are acquainted with interior 
measures, and the General views of the party in this City, that he intends 
to avail himself of the anticipated and perhaps proffered aid of the fed- 
eralists to elevate him at the next election to the presidential Chair. If 
this be not his Sole object in essaying to Suppress the history, we Confess 
our ignorance of it. 

It is impossible to obtain a Copy of the history, except for a few hours, 
and even this by Special favour. The whole edition is in the hands of 
Messrs. Barlas & Ward. Could we Get one for a fortnight, it should 
be obtained and sent to you with great pleasure : but this is impracti- 
cable. Whether the History will yet be published or not, we know not. 
At any rate we have relinquished the Idea of Writing one ourselves. 
Mr. Wortman Intends to Write the History of the Union, to Commence 
where Dr. Ramsay Concluded his history of the revolution, and to Con- 
tinue it to the end of your Administration. That will embrace every 
thing that we had in view, and will supercede the necessity of neglect- 
ing our paper to write the history of the Administration of Mr. Adams. 

One thing, however, is indispensibly prerequisite to the Composition] 
of the work contemplated by Mr. Wortman, or of any other Political 
History of the Union, and of which we beg leave to say to you a few 
words. 

You will remember that Dr. Ramsay in his preface to his history of 
the Revolution States that he was four years in Collecting materials for 
it, notwithstanding he had access to the Official documents contained in 
the Department of State. It is a serious misfortune to the country that 
the State papers of the General Government have never been published 
in regular volumes. These form the basis of the History of the United 
States. Of their Importance in this and other respects it would be 
superfluous for us to say any thing to you. You are fully sensible of 
their Value. Nor are you less sensible that such of them as have ap- 
peared before the public, have been published in such a manner as to 
render it almost impossible for any man to Collect them. But if it were 
possible to Collect them few of the State papers have been published 
even in newspapers. In Consequence of repeated applications that have 
been made to us on this Subject, we have it in Contemplation to com- 
mence the [Publication ? ] of the State papers, beginning with the first 

8 
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Congress in 1774 and to Continue them until the termination of your ad- 
ministration. To this end we have already issued proposals, stating 
that as soon as 600 Subscribers shall have been obtained, one octavo 
volume Consisting of 500 pages shall be delivered to Subscribers every 
three months at two Dollars in Boards. It is our Intention to publish a 
regular and uninterrupted Chain of the State papers. Many of them 
we can obtain from a variety of publications. Others we presume can 
be had only from the Department of State. For this purpose we beg 
you to Grant us access to such public documents as you may think 
proper for publication. Should you be so kind as to comply with this 
request, which may tend to the mutual benefit of the country and our- 
selves, either of us will visit Washington for the purpose of transcribing 
them in such a manner as you may be pleased to prescribe. 

To this part of our letter we shall feel ourselves extremely obliged 
by an answer as soon as may be Convenient. 

We are with the greatest respect and sincerity, your fellow citizens 

Denniston & Cheetham. 

Washington April 23, 1802. 
Sir, — I shall be glad hereafter to receive your daily paper by post, 
as usual, and instead of sending on the Republican Watch-tower, you 
will retain it, and at the end of the year send it to me in a volume bound 
in blue boards, it is proper I should know what our opponents say and 
do ; yet really make a matter of conscience of not contributing to the 
support of their papers. I presume Coleman sends you his paper, as I 
understand the printers generally do to one another. I shall be very 
glad to pay you for it, and thus make my contribution go to the support 
of yours instead of his press, if therefore, after using it for your own 
purposes you will put it under cover with your American Citizen to me, 
it shall be paid for always with yours. I shall not frank this to avoid 
post office curiosity, but pray you to add the postage to your bill, which 
I have desired Mr. John Barnes of Georgetown, who is my agent in 
money matters, to have paid by his correspondent in New York. I 
believe it is Mr. Ludlow, but am not certain, but whoever it is he will 
be desired to call on you. Accept my salutations and best wishes. 

Th : Jefferson. 

New York, 30th May, 1803. 

Sir, — Agreeably to your request I have kept for you and have now 
bound in blue boards a file of the Watch Tower for the year ending in 
May, 1 803 : will you be so obliging as to inform me by what Convey- 
ance you wish it to be transmitted ? 

We are blest, sir, with unusual degree of tranquillity ; little of party 
Spirit is to be seen in this City, except among those who on account of 
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a certain Controversy will neither wholly withdraw from, nor cordially 
unite with, us. These, although few in number, are exceedingly ran- 
corous : they cannot, however, do us essential injury. 

In the Assembly of this State the federal party will certainly not 
have more, and in all probability they will have less, than 15: the 
whole is 100. In the Senate their whole number will not exceed Six : 
the Senate Consists of 32. 

If that wisdom which has hitherto characterised your administration 
shall be continued unto us, the federal party can have no hopes of 
re-ascending to power. The reduction of our taxes and the diminution 
of the public debt, are arguments which the worst reasoner in the 
union can justly appreciate. 

With very great respect, I am, Sir, your obedt. servant 

James Cheetham. 

Washington, June 17, 1803. 
Sir, — I have deferred answering your letter of May 30, until I 
could find the means of having paiment made in New York for the 
volume of the Watch-tower therein mentioned. Mr. Barnes tells me he 
has an account with Mr. Charles Ludlow of New York on which some 
little balance will perhaps be due, and authorizes me to say he will pay 
for that as well as what I am now to add. I have understood there is 
to be had in New York, an 8 vo edition of M c Kenzie ? s travels with the 
same maps which are in the 4 to edition. I will thank you to procure it 
for me. the American 8 vo edition is defective in it's maps, and the 
English 4 to edition is too large and cumbersome. I think I have seen 
advertized in some paper that an edition of Arrowsmith's map of the 
U S has been published at New York. I shall be glad to receive either 
that or the English issue, if to be had there, the latter would be pre- 
ferred because I know the engraving is superiorly well done, be so 
good as to deliver these articles to mr. Ludlow who will pay for and 
forward them to me. accept my best wishes. 

Th: Jefferson. 



His Excellence Thomas Jefferson 

To the American Citizen Dr. 

1802 

April 26th. To Cash paid postage .37 

June 10. To Adams's Administration 2. 

" News to May last 1 Year 8. 

" pamphlets .31 

Augt. 9 To an Antidote 25 

" An Exposition 37J 

Sept. 8 To Woods Illuminati 37£ 



60 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

1803 

Feby. 24 To 1 of J. C's Nine letters 50 

Apr. 1. To a Letter &c 25 

May 1. To 1 Years News 8. 

" 1 Year's Watch Tower 3. 

April 14 To the Evening post from Apl. 22nd 1802 / fi 

to Apl 22"^ 1803, 1 Year J 

June 21 To Binding a file of the Watch Tower 3. 

" 1 Copy of McKenzie's Travels 3.50 

" Arrowsraiths Map of the United States 15. 

$5353 

1802 Contra. Cr. 
June 11 By Cash $11 

1803 
Febry 22. By cash 20 31 

22.93 
New York, June 22d 1803. 

Rec d payment from Charles Ludlow Esq. 

James Chbetham. 



New York, July 25, 1804. 

Sir, — It is unpleasant to be under the necessity of appealing to 
you on a subject involving the duration of my establishment, and, to a 
degree, the unity of the Republican party in this State ; but since the 
necessity exists I take the liberty of troubling you with a few remarks. 

When I became the Editor of the Citizen, my late partner, Mr. 
Denniston, was extremely embarrassed in his pecuniary affairs. Like 
all other Eepublican Editors, he was discouraged, to use a mild term, 
during the awful period which preceded your election to the Presidency, 
by our opponents ; and the patronage of our friends was altogether 
inadequate to the maintenance of the press. Our memorable victory in 
this City in the year 1800, however, turned the political Scale in our 
favour and gave us a right to expect, what under your auspices we have 
realized, much public good. At this Joyous period the importunities 
of our political friends, corresponding with my own inclination, induced 
me to purchase one half of the establishment and to assume the ex- 
clusive direction of the press. Mr. Burr, Mr. Swartwout (the 
Marshal) and Mr. Gels ton (the Collector) were amongst the foremost 
of those who urged me to the undertaking. I was promised by all 
every encouragement. I assumed the direction of the paper on the 1st 
of May, 1801. I ought here to remark that, previous to our election 
in 1800, and until the period which I shall presently name, I had been 
on the most friendly terms of intercourse with Mr. Burr. 

In June, 1801, Mr. Gelston was appointed Collector. The printing 
business of his office netts a considerable annual sum, say $700. I 
flatter myself with a hope that the Considerations which had induced 
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his appointment would have prevailed with him to give to the only 
Republican press in this City that support appertaining to his office 
and which had theretofore been carefully and uniformly imparted (by 
his predecessor) to those who had been warmly and invariably opposed 
to us as politicians. I had a double right to expect it. It was his due 
as a public officer, to give to the Republican press devoted to the sup- 
port of that very administration by which he had been distinguishedly 
promoted, and that support which was consonant to its dignity and 
honor. I expected it from his voluntary promises of aid previous to 
his appointment. 

When his appointment was here ascertained, I waited in person upon 
Mr. Gelston, and represented to him the pecuniary embarrassment of 
the press — the Cloud under which it had laboured — our expectation 
and the indispensability, of the printing business of the offices of the 
Government ; and Concluded with Soliciting that under his directions I 
was promised it. 

Daily intercourse, however, with Mr. Burr, from my Editorial 
Commencement, convinced me, in the short Space of ten weeks, that he 
had been unfaithful and was then unsound. At the latter end of July 
1801 I found that I must either abandon Mr. Burr and his associates, 
or oppose your administration. I had no hesitation in choosing the 
former. It is unnecessary, here, to enter into a detail of my reasons 
for the choice ; I have elsewhere said sufficient. 

Mr. Gelston had hardly time to extend the patronage of his office to 
my press before this seperation took place and he was unwilling to do 
so after. When I relinquished Mr. Burr, Mr. Gelston and the rest of 
his associates abandoned me. These facts are well known here. 

After Communicating to two friends, and to two only, the grounds of 
my Conviction of Mr. Burr's past infidelity and then disaffection, I 
prepared myself for that attack which has since been so successfully 
made. During the long and laborious Controversy which succeeded, 
private Considerations were merged in public disputation. I cared little, 
and had less time to enquire about my private concerns. But my in- 
clination, the welfare of a wife and five Children, and my Creditors, 
now compel me to enquire, and I find my affairs in a deplorable 
situation. In proportion as I have laboured for the public, I have 
experienced a diminution even of wonted encouragement. This, how- 
ever, by me, was anticipated ; for the necessary asperity of the attack 
unavoidably hazarded my establishment. 

From the period of my seperation from Mr. Burr to the present time, 
Mr. Gelston has invariably given the printing business of his office to 
two of our -most inveterate political opponents ! He has done this in the 
very face and defiance of repeated remonstrances. 

Seeing that I stood in need of his printing business (blanks &c.) and 
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that my reiterated personal applications, resumed about six months ago, 
were unavailing, and made, early in May last a correct representation 
of my press and of the Conduct of Mr. Gelston, to Colonel Rutgers, 
Mr. Broome, our Lieutenant Governor, and the Mayor of this City. 
These gentlemen agreed with me that his Conduct was altogether with- 
out apology, and with a warmth of expression suited, as I thought, to 
the occasion, expressed their surprise and indignation. In the course 
of that month they had an interview with him on the subject at Col. 
Rutgers's by appointment, and Mr. Gelston, in delicate terms, promised, 
as I understand, that, in future I should have the entire [word omitted] 
of the printing business of his office. 

This promise has not, however, been fulfilled either in whole or in 
part. He still continues to give his business, partly to Mr. James 
Deam, a British Soldier during the whole of the Revolutionary War, and 
now a malignant Federalist, and partly to Mr. William A. Davis, a 
Burrite, a character more odious among us, if possible, than that of a 
tory. 

Finding that private applications, however respectable, were' unavail- 
ing, that my press was on the brink of ruin, and that immediate relief 
was all essential to its continuance ; by way of exciting public enquiry 
into the Cause, I advertised my establishment for sale. 

This advertisement induced a private meeting of distinguished Repub- 
licans from every ward of this City, who, by Committee, requested me 
to wait upon them in person. I did so and in answer to their enquiries 
gave them at large a statement of the situation of my press and of Mr. 
Gelston's hostile Conduct towards it. They unanimously agreed to 
appoint a committee to wait upon and remonstrate with him on the 
subject. 

The Committee waited upon Mr. Gelston, and at a subsequent meet- 
ing reported that he had promised to give me in future the whole of his 
printing business. This was about three weeks ago. But as Mr. 
Gelston's word was doubted by all present, the meeting appointed a 
Superintending Committee to enquire whether he would perform his 
promise, and if not to call forthwith a public meeting of the Republicans 
in order to petition, respectfully, the executive of the United States for 
his removal. The Mayor was present at the meeting. 

Mr. Gelston has not fulfilled the promise which he solemnly made to 
the Committee, and it has therefore become a Question, one indeed 
which excites much sensibility, and in which there is but one opinion 
among our friends, whether my press is to be destroyed by his continu- 
ance in, or preserved by his removal from, office, and the appointment 
in his place of a Citizen, more friendly to the Republican party ? As 
Mr. Gelston is universally known to have acted uniformly against the 
best and ablest friends of your administration ever since ho came into 
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office, so perhaps there is no man amongst us who is more unpopular or 
less respected. 

For various reasons which will be obvious to you I wish to avoid a 
public meeting. It would be a measure from which many unpleasant 
reflections might result. It would place in the hands of those who are 
opposed to the Government, a formidable weapon. I shall do every 
thing in my power to prevent it. But such is the warmth manifested 
by our friends, and excited by Mr. Gelston's opposition to what they 
deem a matter of right and not of favour, that I much doubt my 
ability to prevent it. I feel more delicacy as it regards you than myself. 
If our friends were of opinion that the press could be better managed, 
or with more oeconomy, by any other person, I would relinquish it with- 
out a struggle. But they are pleased to express an opinion that events 
of moment may occur in which I may be of Service to the Country. 
They will not permit me to dispose of the establishment. 

With all possible deference and the most sincere and affectionate at- 
tachment I submit this matter to your decision, with a full assurance 
that, whatever it may be, it will meet with the entire approbation of 
your Excellency's Most obedient and devoted servant, 

James Cheetham. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson 

To the Proprietor of the Am. Citizen Dr. 

1803 

Augt. 5 To a Copy of the letter to a friend $ 0.37 J 

Dec. 9 To a Copy of Aristides .50 

1804 

Jany. 1 To 8 Mo. Citizen, @ $8 5.34 

To 8 Mo. Evening Post, @ $8 5.34 

23 To a reply to Aristides .50 

Feby. 13. To Remarks on the Merchants Bank .25 

May 1. To 4 Mo. Citizen @ $10 p. Ann 3.34 

To 4 Mo. E. Post, @ $10 p. Ann 3.34 

24. To a file of the Watch Tower, b d & lettered 7. 

Deer. 3. To a Copy of letters on our affairs with Spain .50 

[1805] 

July 1. To 14 Mo. Citizen, @ $10 11.67 

To 14 Mo. E. Post, @ $10 11.67 

16 To a file of the W. Tower b<* & lettered 7. 

Contra, Cr 56.821 

1805 

May 18. By Cash recev d from Mr. Richards 25.80 

31. 2J 
Received payment of the Above in full, New York, 
August 2, 1805, for the proprietor. 

Abraham Asten. 
(pr. Mr. Charles Ludlow 

via John Barnes.) 
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New York, October 18, 1806. 
Sir, — Marc Antonie Alexis Giraud, Commissary of the Emperor of 
France for the Eastern States, residing at Boston, has many years been 
one of my subscribers. Mr. Giraud called at my office on the 16th. 
Inst, to direct the discontinuance of his Paper to Boston and to order it 
to be sent to him at Lexington, Kentucky, where he informed me he 
was going to reside all winter. As this change of residence may be 
political, I have deemed it my duty to inform you of it. 
I am your obt. Servt 

James Cheetham. 

Washington, Nov. 6, 07. 

Sir, — Your account amounting to 30 : D. tho' received some time 
ago had escaped my attention, having occasion to make a remittance 
to Mr. Gelston I have included that sum with his, and must therefore 
ask the favor of you to call on him for it. the time of my retirement 
being now not very distant, I am beginning to retire from paper reading. 
I cannot begin better than with the New York Evening post, of which 
in truth I have scarcely opened one for two years past. I will there- 
fore pray you to discontinue forwarding them to me. Accept my 
salutations and respects. 

Th: Jefferson. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

SAMUEL EDWARD HERRICK. 

BY GEORGE A. GORDON. 



Samuel Edward Herrick was born April 6, 1841, in 
Southampton, Long Island ; he died in Boston December 4, 
1904. He was the son of Austin Herrick, sea-captain, and 
Mary Wells Jagger, being of the seventh generation in direct 
descent from James Herrick, the first settler of that name in 
Southampton. 

The Herrick family is an English family, and is supposed to 
derive descent from Eric the Forester; and if this guess is 
true, from an important family in Sweden. In Potter's 
" Charnwood Forest," page 80, there is a note which may be 
of interest here : " I found on the forest a very prevailing 
tradition that this Eric assembled a large army at the Copt- 
Oak on Charnwood, in order to resist the Norman invader; 
that this Eric did bravely resist William I, and afterwards on 
being vanquished became one of his generals, rests on better 
evidence than tradition." The English name Herrick seems 
to have been evolved through the mutations of time from the 
original Eirikr. 

Samuel Edward Herrick was a lineal descendant from Sir 
William Eyryk of Stretton, who was commissioned to attend 
the Prince of Wales on his expedition into Germany in 1355. 
Of the same family was the poet Robert Herrick, and also Sir 
William, "a famous merchant" in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, to whom he became a money-lender, as also to her 
courtiers Leicester and Essex, Sidney and Raleigh. There is 
still standing near the town of Southborough in Leicestershire, 
a beautiful mansion, on the fine estate of Beau Manor Park, 
where successive members of the family have lived for the last 
two hundred and fifty years. This house was built in the 

9 
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Jacobean style in 1840, on the exact site of two previous 
dwellings owned by the Herrick family. On the stone gate- 
posts is carved the family crest, the bull's head that we find 
on an old gravestone in Southampton, Long Island, marking 
the grave of " Mr. William Herrick, Esq.," who was born in 
1654 and died in 1708, the son of James Herrick, one of the 
original settlers of Southampton in 1640, then under the 
jurisdiction of Connecticut. 

Regarding this family crest the following note appears from 
the hand of the subject of this memoir : " Since my memory 
there was hanging in the old house of my immediate ancestors 
at Southampton, Long Island, an ancient coat of arms, which 
had been there from time immemorial. It was a great protec- 
tion to the family in the days of the Revolution, and to the 
farm while the British troops under Sir William Erskine were 
quartered in Southampton. So my grandmother, Phoebe P., 
wife of William, used to say. That coat of arms was borrowed 
by Edward 0. Herrick, librarian of Yale College, for General 
Jedediah Herrick to be copied for the Register which he 
prepared." 

The remark may here be made how far the blood has come 
that flows in the veins of a representative American. In the 
quiet life of this Boston preacher contributions meet from 
New England, from Old England, and from the Scandinavian 
world. Such is the far reference of the life that meets one 
every day, and its pathos. To such a distance the old races 
have come ; so wide have been the wanderings of the chil- 
dren's children. The light and shadow of an ancient world are 
seen every day in the faces of our fellow-citizens. 

The significant events in Dr. Herrick's life may be quickly 
told. Birth in a happy human home full of love and Christian 
faith ; an eager, normal, and serious boyhood ; the customary 
preparation for college in this country fifty years ago at the 
Southampton Academy ; matriculation in Amherst College as 
a sophomore at the age of fifteen, and graduation with distinc- 
tion in the class of 1859 ; two years as a country schoolmaster 
at Bridgehampton, Long Island; the usual professional train- 
ing at Princeton Theological Seminary, followed by ordination 
and settlement as a Christian preacher in the old Dutch village 
of Wappinger's Falls, in the State of New York, on October 13, 
1863 ; his marriage, April 6, 1864, to Sophia Wood Foster, of 
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Quogue, Long Island, of which union there was born one child, 
a daughter Margaret ; his pastorate in the Broadway Congre- 
gational Church in Chelsea from 1864 to 1871. In 1871 Mr. 
Herrick became associate pastor with Dr. Kirk of the Mt. 
Vernon Church of Boston. Upon the death of Dr. Kirk he 
became sole pastor, and he remained in the service of this 
church until his own death on Sunday evening, December 4, 
1904. 

During his ministry in Boston many appeals came to Dr. 
Herrick to serve in other fields. His Alma Mater, at different 
times, offered him two professorships. Calls came to him from 
more than twenty churches all the way from Providence to 
San Francisco. He declined all these appeals. His church in 
Boston needed his leadership. He led it from a place of iso- 
lation to new opportunity, and in addition to a rich ministry 
to his own generation he saved a religious institution to the 
city. 

Dr. Herrick published little. This is a subject for regret. 
He had a productive mind, but he was without literary 
ambition. He published one book, " The Heretics of Yester- 
day," a work of uncommon breadth and insight. He was for 
some years a preacher at Yale University, and in 1881 delivered 
a lecture before the Divinity School in New Haven. He 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1878 from Amherst 
College. 

The good preacher is of many types and of great varieties, 
and no man can hope to combine the essential merits of all. 
Indiscriminate praise is no praise. There are in the Scottish 
pulpit the three distinct types of preacher represented by 
Chalmers, Guthrie, and Caird ; in the English pulpit the types 
presented in Robertson, Liddon, and Spurgeon ; in the Ameri- 
can pulpit the types exemplified in Channing and Bushnell,in 
Beecher and Brooks. The preacher must know himself and 
his type. 

Dr. Herrick was a preacher to thoughtful men. He could 
not be light or entertaining. His type was that of the preacher 
whose message, while penetrated with feeling, must neverthe- 
less come through the intellect. His characteristic sermons 
were sermons of large and splendid vision. In their construc- 
tion his eye seemed to be fixed upon some vision ; he seemed 
in his speaking to be following this vision, translating it, part 
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after part, into the large and luminous order of his own dis- 
course. There was little reasoning in his sermons. He could 
not brook the delay of argumentation. He beheld and he 
invited his hearers to behold. If they did not see, it was 
because they were blind. 

The vision, wide, rich, consoling, was the primary force in 
his sermon. With the vision came, however, a pervading, 
glowing, remarkably elevated pressure of feeling. The beat 
of his heart was in every sentence ; the ring of his conscience 
and the music of his rare sympathies could be heard more and 
more distinctly as the discourse went forward, and when it 
ended, a dream from the unseen had visited his hearers. 

A man with a great and burdened heart is impatient of 
much remark upon his manner of speech. It seems like an 
impertinence to dwell upon the prophet's dress when the 
prophet's words are ringing in one's ears. Yet we are told 
that John the Baptist, the last great prophet of the Hebrew 
dispensation, came clad in camel's hair and living on locusts 
and wild honey. There was a certain harmony between 
the message and the wild style of the man. Between the 
message and style of Dr. Herrick there was a remarkable 
harmony. Indeed part of the charm and power of Dr. 
Herrick's ministry lay in the extraordinary felicity of his style. 
It was a kind of style to which very few are equal, which 
would run inferior natures to certain destruction. It had a 
very large Latin element, and yet it was all so toned to Chris- 
tian thought, so suffused with high feeling, so touched with 
moving associations, so instinct with life and the beauty and 
tenderness of life, that its stately words, its measured tread, its 
high bearing of precision and dignity added immensely to the 
effect upon the imagination and heart of his audience. Here, 
again, the style was the man. He was an enthusiastic Latin- 
ist, and at the same time he was steeped in the best culture 
of our English tongue, and through his imagination no less 
than through his heart there had flowed from infancy the pure 
stream from the greatest literary monument and model in the 
world, — the English Bible. Such was his type, a preacher to 
rare souls in a rare time, in the best sense, a select preacher 
to elect spirits, thoughtful, luminous, of spontaneous and per- 
vading spirituality, elevated, serene, a prophet of the larger 
vision and the better hope. 
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Three main sources of influence upon this man's life may- 
be noted. There was the influence of nature upon his spirit. 
He was born within sight and sound of the sea. It was the 
early natural wonder of his childhood and boyhood. It became 
his playmate and his teacher. It drew to itself his sympathies, 
and from his earliest years to his latest he was the eager 
sympathizer with human life upon the sea. The sailor touched 
his heart with a power that hardly any other representative 
of his kind possessed. It is obvious to all who knew him that 
to the influence of the sea upon his young spirit are to be 
traced, in some degree at least, the breadth of imagination that 
was his characteristic, the depth and seriousness of feeling, 
the capacity in him for the light ripples of mirth and the great 
surges of spiritual passion, the massive substance of his thought 
and the ever-changing colors and hues of his mode of speech, 
the stable, abiding element of his character and the perpetual 
movement of life, the retreat upon the Infinite like the deep 
withdrawing into the greater deep, and the flow of his spirit 
like the return of the tide upon the land. 

There was the still deeper influence of his early home. In 
his inborn and cultivated refinement his mother's grace and 
honor lived again. His father was a man of unusual strength 
and courage. He had been a sea-captain and to the end of 
his days was known as Captain Herrick. He was an Elder in 
the Presbyterian church of his town. On one occasion the 
preacher happened to be a proslavery advocate, and told the 
people that they could do nothing better for the black race 
than build and equip a ship to enter the African slave trade. 
Elder Herrick rose in his pew while the sermon was being 
preached, and protested against the preacher's doctrine and 
sentiments with such vigor that the length of that sermon was 
mercifully abridged, and with such grace as to retain the 
friendship of the offending minister. This strong and good 
man entered into the structure of his son's existence. 

Deepest of all was the influence upon him of his own whole- 
some human home. The secret of a good minister's life is 
to be found in "the fountains of domestic honor. All great 
character rests upon this human foundation. The prophetic 
message from the beginning of the world has come in and 
through family life. The first great revelation of God comes 
in the vision of the worthy human lover ; it is confirmed and 
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increased in the settled reverence of the husband and father ; 
it is further expanded and touched with a new spirit in the 
sorrows that hallow and in the hopes that sustain family life 
and love. The prophet who comes through this discipline in 
honor and through this sacred possession to the great body of 
the gathered insight of Christian Faith is a fortunate prophet, 
and such a prophet was Samuel Edward Herrick. 



